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Fresh start: A woman in traditional attire takes
part in the Gudi Padwa procession to mark
the Marathi New Year.
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Fresh start: A woman in traditional attire takes part in the Gudi Padwi
Thursday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

20Marc. Kerala to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr today
following moon sighting

di¢ faE & 1€ $d 3 $&-Id-fbaw #=mQm

e Muslims in Kerala are set to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr on
Friday, marking the conclusion of the month-long fasting
observed during Ramzan.

B § GUAHM YHaR DI §6-Sd-Mhax T o1 3@ ©, Sl
U & R @ T HEH HR & IS & FHYA HT Ui ¢ |

e Islamic judges, known as Kazis across the State,

Kerala to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr
t()day fO]l()wing moon Sighting confirmed the festival following the sighting of the new moon

of the Islamic month of Shawwal after the Iftar on Thursday,
Muslims in Kerala are set to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr the 29th day of Ramzan.

on Friday, marking the conclusion of the | BTl : mm It :
month-long fasting observed during Ramzan. X R H : & T H A T a'[?[ =it 3
islamic judges, known as Kazis across the State, ~ JPAR P FWIR & §T&, YHWH & 29 fa, Seamdt 76 <raare
confirmed the festival following the sighting of % AU dlq % ﬁ@ﬁ a$ dig 29 RﬂE’R G| E@ Gl

i newmaon ot thelslale O St e Id-ul-Fitr is celebrated as a time of gratitude, prayer
after the Iftar on Thursday, the 29th day of and community spirit.

Ramzan. Id-ul-Fitr is celebrated as a time of

gratitude, prayer, and community spirit. Special g?ﬁﬁ)_cﬂ' Eal P, L'IT?hT, 3R Wl'ﬂﬂ'lﬁﬁ HIGHT & &

1d prayers will be offered on Friday morning in o =1 ST % |

mosques and open grounds known as Id Gabhs. e Special Id prayers will be offered on Friday morning in
mosqgues and open grounds known as Id Gahs.
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FULL CONTEXT

Before salt, there was water: why Mahad
Satyagraha deserves its centenary

The republic must mark the centenary of the Mahad Satyagraha with the seriousness it deserves; it calls for a year of honest reckoning to ask

whether the constitutional promise of dignity and freedom from untouchability has become a lived reality for all

Sanjay Hegde

hink of a child in school. He is

thirsty. There is water in the

classroom. But he cannot drink

it. Not because the water is
dirty. Not because there is a rule against
drinking in class. He cannot drink
because the peon who is supposed to
pour the water into his cupped hands,
from a height, so that the vessel is not
polluted by his touch, happens to be
absent that day.

No peon, no water

That was the rule that governed the
childhood of Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar.
He wrote about it with quiet, devastating
precision in his autobiographical essay
Waiting for a Visa, and in the fragment
known as No Peon, No Water. He and his
siblings, travelling to meet their father,
arrived at a railway station parched with
thirst. No one would give them water.
They were Mahars. They were
“untouchable.” The public tap was not for
them.

Let that image stay with you for a
moment: small children, thirsty,
surrounded by water, unable to drink.
Not in a desert, but in a school. Not in a
time of famine, but in a time of plenty.

That boy grew up. He went to
Columbia. He went to the London School
of Economics. He read law at Gray’s Inn.
And then he came home and walked to a
water tank.

‘What happened at Mahad

On March 20, 1927, Ambedkar led a
procession of thousands through the
streets of Mahad, a small town in the
Konkan, in the Bombay Presidency. Their
destination was the Chavdar Tale, a public
water tank. The Bombay Legislative
Council passed the Bole Resolution in
1923, and the Mahad Municipality opened
the tank to the depressed classes in 1924.
But resolutions on paper and water in the
throat are different things. The upper

_ castes ensured that the resolution

remained a dead letter.

Ambedkar walked to the tank. He bent
down. He drank.

Thousands followed him — men,
women, children. They drank. For
perhaps the first time in their lives, they
drank water from a public source as a
matter of right, not as an act of stealth or
charity.

And then the violence came. Rumours
spread that the satyagrahis intended to
enter the Veereshwar temple. Returning
delegates were attacked in the streets, in
their bullock carts, in their villages. The
tank was “purified” with cow dung and
urine, as though human dignity were a
contaminant that could be washed away.

‘When Ambedkar returned to Mahad in
December 1927 for a second conference,
he brought with him not just the resolve
to drink water again but a deeper
symbolic intent. On December 25, 1927,
the conference publicly burned a copy of
the Manusmriti. That fire was not a mere
gesture. It was a declaration that the
future republic, if it was to mean anything
at all, would rest on rights, not on graded
inequality codified in ancient texts.

Ten years in court
What followed the satyagraha was as
instructive as the satyagraha itself.

The upper castes of Mahad did not
merely resort to violence. They also went
to court.

On March 20, 1927, Ambedkar led a procession of thousands through the streets of Mahad. FILE PHOTO

On December 12, 1927, even before the
second conference began, Hindu
residents filed a civil suit in the Kolaba
District Court seeking a temporary
injunction to prevent the depressed
classes from using the Chavdar tank. The
injunction was granted on December 14,
1927.

Ambedkar, true to his belief in
constitutional methods, chose to respect
the court’s order while continuing his
conference. He addressed the gathering.
He burned the Manusmriti. But he did not
go to the tank.

The litigation dragged on for a decade.
It passed through the trial court at Mahad
and then the court of the Assistant Judge
at Thana. At every stage, the courts held
that the plaintiffs had failed to establish
any immemorial custom entitling caste
Hindus to exclude untouchables from the
tank.

The case finally reached the Bombay
High Court, where it was decided on
March 17, 1937, by Justices Broomfield and
N.J. Wadia in Narhari Damodar Vaidya v.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar. Justice
Broomfield, in a passage that deserves to
be remembered, held that the appellants
had not established the immemorial
custom they had alleged. The tank
belonged to the municipality. It was
public property. The untouchables had
every right to use it.

Aman led a procession to drink water
from a public tank in 1927. It took until
1937 for the courts to confirm that he was
entitled to do so.

The law vindicated Ambedkar. But the
fact that vindication took a decade tells its
own story about the depth of the
resistance he faced.

Salt versus water

Three years after Mahad, on March 12,
1930, Mahatma Gandhi set out from
Sabarmati ashram on his march to Dandi.
The Salt Satyagraha was a masterstroke of
political mobilisation. It challenged the
economic apparatus of the colonial state
and captured the imagination of the
world press. Its place in the national
narrative is secure, and rightly so. But
consider what each satyagraha actually
demanded, and of whom.

The Salt March demanded freedom
from the British. The Mahad Satyagraha
demanded freedom from fellow Indians.
Dandi identified an external oppressor
and asked him to leave. Mahad identified
an internal sickness and asked a
civilisation to heal itself. One required
courage against a foreign ruler. The other
required something harder: the
willingness to look one’s own neighbours,
one’s own co-religionists, one’s own
countrymen in the eye and say, “You have
treated us as less than human, and we will
not accept it any longer.”

There is no dishonour to the Salt March
in saying this. But there is a historical
imbalance that needs correcting.

The salt tax was an imposition of an
empire. Once the empire left, the tax
could be abolished by a stroke of the
legislative pen. Untouchability, by
contrast, did not arrive with the British
and did not leave with them. It was woven
into the social fabric of Indian life for
millennia. It required not a change of
government, but a change of heart, of
custom, of the very conception of who
counts as human.

It is no accident that the man who
drank water at Chavdar went on to draft

the Constitution. The architecture of Part
Il bears the watermark of Mahad.

Article 15, which prohibits
discrimination on grounds of caste and
specifically addresses access to wells,
tanks, bathing ghats, and places of public
resort, reads as though Ambedkar had the
Chavdar tank before his eyes.

Article 17, which abolishes
untouchability and makes its practice a
punishable offence, is the Mahad
Satyagraha transmuted into constitutional
text.

The Dandi March gave India the
aspiration for Swaraj. Mahad gave India
the grammar of equality. Swaraj could
have been written by many hands. The
grammar of equality could only have
been written by one who had been
denied water as a child.

The case for a cente:

The 100th anniversary of the Mahad
Satyagraha falls on March 20, 2027. We
are now in the 99th year. If this republic
has any sense of its origins, any honest
memory of the struggles that gave ita
Constitution, it must mark this centenary
with the seriousness and grandeur it
deserves.

I would propose a year-long
commemoration beginning on March 20,
2026, and culminating on March 20, 2027,
with a great gathering at the Chavdar
tank. Let citizens of every caste, creed,
and class come to Mahad and drink
together. Let it be a constitutional
baptism: a re-immersion in the founding
promise that no Indian shall be
diminished by the accident of birth.

But let us not stop with only
ceremonies.

Let the centenary year become a year
of honest reckoning. Let us ask whether
the child in a government school in rural
India today, the Dalit boy, the Adivasi girl,
the daughter of the sanitation worker,
truly lives free of the “no peon, no water”
principle, or whether that principle has
merely found new vocabularies while
retaining its venom.

Let us ask whether the manual
scavenger who cleans our sewers with
bare hands occupies a fundamentally
different position from the Mahars barred
from the Chavdar tank. Let us ask
whether the constitutional text has
become the reality of the republic.

The centenary must be a call for true
equality for all, for the last, the least, and
the lost. For every Indian whom the
lottery of birth still consigns to a life of
diminished citizenship, of invisible
labour, of social suffering that is too
familiar to even register as injustice any
more. The waters of the Chavdar tank
must flow again, not as historical memory
but as living commitment.

Ambedkar did not merely draft a
Constitution. He first had to prove, by
walking to a tank in a small town and
drinking water from it, that those for
whom he would one day write that
Constitution were human enough to
drink. That act, radical and simple and
shattering, remains the foundational
moment of Indian constitutionalism. It
came before Dandi. In what it demanded,
and of whom it demanded it, it went
deeper than Dandi.

And in the unfinished business of
Indian equality, it still awaits its full
redemption. The centenary approaches.
Let the republic remember, lest it forget.
(Sanjay Hegde is a Senior Advocate
practising in the Supreme Court)

20Marc. Before salt, there was water: why Mahad Satyagraha deserves its

centenary

TS T UgA YT UT: HETS HATIE U1 Rl HT §HER I 8

e The republic must mark the centenary of the Mahad Satyagraha with the seriousness it
deserves; it calls for a year of honest reckoning to ask whether the constitutional promise
of dignity and freedom from untouchability has become a lived reality for all

TURT &) HETS WUTRIE &1 XdTea! &1 39 TR & 1Y T A1feT ST 98 §heR ©; T8
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T a¥ &I SHFGR THIET &1 AT 61 8 1 I8 YT o T {3 Haenf~re arer ar i
3R g & giea 1 9t & forg arafdswar sA urn @

Think of a child in school. He is thirsty. There is water in the classroom. But he cannot drink

It

T A & T B Hed HY | I8 W 8| H&l § Ui €, Afh a8 I Ut =78 Iawan
Not because the water is dirty or there is a rule against drinking.

T gafore 1t i arit vieT & o1 9 b1 IS A e R

He cannot drink because the peon who must pour water from a height is absent.

I8 Sfore T8 Ut evar aifer auRTelt, S Sars § U STerd 8, SruiRyd §1

This is to ensure the vessel is not polluted by his touch.

Ig 39foY fob §a- 39 Wl A srafag 7 81

No peon, no water

TR Y, < ureit gt

That was the rule governing the childhood of Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar.

gt Fran WieRTa st SfAS®R & SEuT IR AR ol

He described it in Waiting for a Visa and No Peon, No Water.

B@ﬁs@Waiting for a Visa 3fR No Peon, No Water H forar|

He and his siblings, travelling, reached a station thirsty, but no one gave them water.

d 3R 3% HIS-98 IET & GRIF W WA Ugd, Ao bt = Ut g1 fea|

They were Mahars, considered “untouchable.”

Jd HER 3, S5 “3ge” A1 ST ATl

The public tap was not for them.

HIdSI = T 37> forg et Tl

Imagine small children, thirsty, surrounded by water, unable to drink.

H P BIC I, TR, T Y ok g, afd O gt 9 |

Not in a desert, butin a school, not in famine but in plenty.

TR H, dfcsh ¥@d §; 7 3brat H, dfeh JgRar 4|

That boy studied at Columbia University, London School of Economics, and Gray’s Inn.
B ASHT 3T TARR BYataar fayfaeney, de Tpd ATE sHIAITHE, 3R IW 39 8 UgT|
Then he returned and walked to a water tank.

fth 98 AIcHR Uh U & ¢ db T

What happened at Mahad
ETS | T a3

On March 20, 1927, Ambedkar led thousands to the Chavdar Tale in Mahad.

20 HTd 1927 B SHTSHR 7 ORI AN BT A HRd gU HeTS & ATAGR aATaTd b HTd [
The Bole Resolution (1923) and 1924 order had opened the tank to depressed classes.
I UAT (1923) 3R 1924 & TSR 7 AT P gferd! & forg e far |

But upper castes ensured it remained a dead letter.

Afep1 St il 3 <2 BrTelt Sire=T &1 f3am|

Ambedkar walked to the tank, bent down, and drank water.

SIS TS I T, b SR T A

Thousands followed — men, women, children.

BRI AN — T2, Higd, = — 37b UID = |

For the first time, they drank water as a right, not charity.

Ugdl aR I U SifieR & & H a1, 9 f& gar & wu b

Violence followed.

% 91G fgargs |

Rumours spread about entering the Veereshwar temple.

aTg thefl o d FiReR WieR 7 ya=t |

People were attacked in streets and villages.

AN UR Sl 3R TGt H gHel fhar T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

The tank was “purified” with cow dung and urine.

TeTe &1 MR R T | e foan T

In December 1927, Ambedkar returned and burned the Manusmriti (Dec 25, 1927).
faiaR 1927 # sidgar i 3R Agfa (25 fewaR 1927) &1 Samn|

This symbolised rejection of graded inequality.

g WP d ST o [aR1Y & Fellds |

Ten years in court
9 ITd JAgTad |

Upper castes also took the matter to court.

Sl Siferd! = HIHe Srered o o S

On December 12, 1927, a suit was filed seeking an injunction.
12 feaR 1927 ®1 I & forT GahgT ar—R foan |

The injunction was granted on December 14, 1927.

14 fRHaR 1927 oY M SR g3l

Ambedkar respected the court order and did not go to the tank.
SASHR = G & TSGR BT T T 3R qTerTd gl T

The case continued for 10 years through multiple courts.

HIEET 10 T8I e fafva Srererdi J el

Courts ruled that no immemorial custom existed to exclude untouchables.
3fgTardl = Hg i 31l I AP B DIs YA URURT o1 |
Final judgment came on March 17, 1937 in Bombay High Court.
3ifaH e 17 A 1937 &) S1F 8T8 BId H 31|

Case: Narhari Damodar Vaidya v. B.R. Ambedkar.

HIAT: AR gTHIER de ST o 3R, 3idSHR |

The tank was declared public property, accessible to all.

TS S ATdSIf-Ie Fufxr =i faar

A man drank water in 1927, but legal validation came in 1937.

Ueh fdkd 1 1927 H U {31, dfob S A= 1937 H et

The delay shows the depth of social resistance.

Ig oI ATATIOIS UTaRIY &1 T6R18 I il &

Salt versus water
THS IATH Tt

Three years after Mahad, on March 12, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi began the Dandi March
from Sabarmati Ashram.

HEIS & < a8 TG, 12 ATH 1930 P! WETeHT it 7 FTaRWed T9H ¥ Sist °rd L= b

The Salt Satyagraha challenged the economic apparatus of the colonial state and gained

global attention.

TS TATIE 7 SNuf~afre anfde g & gkl < iR e @ s iy fama
Its place in the national narrative is secure and justified.

ST SfE H SHT R P& SR a3

But consider what each satyagraha demanded and from whom.
Afp faaR & o Ud% Tamg = 1 SiR fad 0 &t

The Salt March demanded freedom from the British.

TS AT A fafersr = & Tadsrar o A 3l

The Mahad Satyagraha demanded freedom from fellow Indians.
HETS HTRIE - 30+ g HIRAHl & gfda &1 g 1|

Dandi targeted an external oppressor.

STST A aTgt WMUS B! =T S|

Mahad targeted an internal social injustice.

RIS 7 AT AT 3T &1 A ¢
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e One required courage against a foreign ruler, the other required confronting society itself.
o ¥ faexlt IIe o RIaTs ey T1fgq T, gER O 319+ qHTST BT 11 =1
e There is no dishonour to the Salt March, but there is a historical imbalance.
T OTd HT DIs T g1 5, A1 U UfAgTRI® SRiga g
e The salt tax ended with the departure of the British.
TS B [ & T & 1y AT g1 |
e But untouchability did not begin or end with colonial rule.
QB 3rga UYT T A 3T & I YE g3 3R 7 3 o & WH g3 |
e It required a change in heart, custom, and social values.
24 forg {4, URURT 3R FraTfore gt & uRad St |
e |tis no accident that Ambedkar, who drank water at Chavdar tank, drafted the Constitution.
I8 HANT 51 8 b sids®w, fSrgiH AragR arare A urh U, a8t wfaur fmfar s
e Article 15 prohibits discrimination and ensures access to wells, tanks, ghats.
TG 15 NEHTT DI Al § 3R P, ATATE, UTE a% Ugd T BT 8
o It reflects the experience of Mahad.
UE HETS & 3IHE P! cXaT 2|
e Article 17 abolishes untouchability and makes it punishable.
ITEE 17 YA T B TUTW FHll § 3R 3 ¢S §1T 5|
e |tis Mahad translated into constitutional law.
TE HETS BT HAHTh T YR 3 |
e The Dandi March gave India the idea of Swaraj.
SIS UTd - YRA &1 TaRTeT &1 f9aR fean
¢ Mahad gave India the grammar of equality.
HETS A YRd ! HHIFT &7 STYR |
e Swaraj could be written by many, but equality required one who suffered discrimination.

RIS B3 AN forg T 3, At THHAT 98! foRg opar U1 S WeHTa a8l

The case for a centenary

T[T BT g
e The 100th anniversary of Mahad falls on March 20, 2027.
TETS &t 100dY afiTie 20 AT 2027 H1 B
e We are currently in the 99th year.
9 949 H ood a¥ A g1

e The republic must commemorate it with seriousness and grandeur.
TURTST &1 39 TifRaT iR yaaer § I A
e Ayear-long commemoration from March 20, 2026 to March 20, 2027 is proposed.

20 TT™ 2026 & 20 AT 2027 TH TR HRIHH B YAT4 ¢ |

e It should culminate at the Chavdar tank.
DT GHU ATAGR dTerd R g =Tl

e People of all castes, creeds, classes should gather and drink together.
it i, e, ot & A U Ty SR g O

e It should symbolise a constitutional commitment to equality.
Ig HAUTS FHAT B Ufaasar &1 Ui g1 ey

e The centenary should also be a time for honest introspection.
I8 THY SHMGR THHYA &1 4} gH1 91|

e Ask whether discrimination still exists in schools and society.
Te s o ot oft Tt SR TSl § Ygura B

e Whether the principle of “no peon, no water” still survives in new forms.
7 “guRRA 7Y, &t urt T &1 Rigid Ty & onft o Mg g

o Ask whether manual scavengers face the same exclusion as Mahars.
7 s Agare whdord ag Newd e 2 S HERY A Sl

e Ask whether the Constitutional promises have become reality.

Ug for o Waurfees are aRafaddr a4 §
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The centenary must call for true equality for all.

75 varsdt At & foT areafae quTar &1 sigH g At

Especially for those still facing social exclusion and invisible labour.
faRIvemR 371 AN & forg it 3t +ff AT SfewpR SR se=a 4 IR T
The waters of Chavdar tank must « ow again as a living commitment.
YTaGR ATATd BT Ut R § Sftdd Heed o ¥4 § g5 d1fgU|

Ambedkar proved humanity by drinking water before drafting the Constitution.
g = TidyH fore @ ugel urit dipR wraar R o1

That act remains a foundational moment of Indian constitutionalism.

I8 U URATT ATl BT STERYT &0 ¢ |

It came before Dandi and went deeper in its demand for equality.

Ig SISt Y UGS T SR TAMAT Bt 2P I 31 MexT UM

The struggle for equality remains unfinished.

A &1 Ty 3l off RT3

The centenary approaches — the republic must remember.

dsd] Adhe 8§ — TTURTSY &Y I1g @1 91|
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New education Bill is ‘constitutional overreach’: Cong.

a1 fRrerm fAdge <wdure sifamaor: si9

20Mar

panel

Tdd SId Hidl’ B $H Fa Shia= fw= ) aifta s afifa

Lack of ‘sustainable water sources’ will thwart Jal Jeevan Mission:
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New education Bill
is ‘constitutional
overreach Cong.

NEW DELHI

The proposed legislation to
restructure the regulatory
framework of higher edu-
cation represents constitu-
tional overreach by the Un-
ion government, the
Congress said on Thurs-
day. The Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill, 2025, was in-
troduced without consult-
ing States, bureaucratises
higher education, and
hands over grant-giving
powers to the Education
Ministry that is controlled
by politicians, Congress
communications chief Jai-
ram Ramesh said, in a
statement explaining the
party’s opposition to the
Bill.

Mr. Ramesh added that
a Parliamentary panel has
flagged a high number of
vacancies at existing regu-
latory bodies, including
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) and the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE). The
Bill proposes to subsume
these bodies, and the Na-
tional Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) into a
single 12-member Commis-
sion, under which three
separate Regulatory, Ac-

(NCTE) %l Udh 12-9eRiT ST & GHifed o3 &1 Ukdrd ol

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Jairam Ramesh

creditation, and Standards
Councils will operate.

“This concerning news
comes at a time when
there is already a move to
restructure the architec-
ture of higher education
regulation through the
VBSA Bill, 2025,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

Though the Centre has
cited Entry 66 of the Union
List in the Constitution to
defend its right to intro-
duce the Bill, the legisla-
tion gives the proposed
new umbrella Commission
“powers beyond this scope
and specifically encroach-
es on State government
powers”, he added.

The Bill seeks to divide
UGC’s grant-giving powers
from the regulatory struc-
ture to minimise conflicts
of interest, with the go-
vernment saying future
funding mechanisms will
be designed by the Educa-
tion Ministry.

9971932488

20Mar. New education Bill is ‘constitutional
overreach’: Cong.

quﬂwrrﬁﬁw HayTre sifaspaor: s

e The proposed legislation to restructure the
regulatory framework of higher education represents
constitutional overreach by the Union government, the

Congress said on Thursday.
I Rien & Frame e & Yife & forg varfad a8
a8 g TRPR GRT HaAUTIP Sfashaor &) g g,
T S 7 AR & BT

e The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA)
Bill, 2025, was introduced without consulting States,
bureaucratises higher education, and hands over grant-
giving powers to the Education Ministry that is controlled
by paliticians, Congress communications chief Jairam
Ramesh said, in a statement explaining the party’s
opposition to the Bill.

fawfa wra Rram sfemm™ (vBsA) A, 2025 o1
T O TRIRT T fomT Oy fopa T, g S e
RGBT HRl &, AR IS o B faaai e
HATCI &Y AudT § G‘rma'—ﬂﬁihmﬁ?ﬁa% DI &
IR T STORTH Y8R A 390 & fRly & IR g9 o
Dhgll

e Mr. Ramesh added that a Parliamentary panel has
flagged a high number of vacancies at existing regulatory

bodies, including the University Grants Commission
(UGC) and the All India Council for Technical Education

(AICTE).
ot A= A SieT o U wada 9 A Hivlel Fams
Tyt S fayfaemea srger SmaT (UGC) iR sl
YR ad-iio! Riem uivug (AICTE) & S5 g=m |
ffaaal & fafga fean g

e The Bill proposes to subsume these bodies,
and the National Council for Teacher Education
(NCTE) into a single 12-member Commission, under
which three separate Regulatory, Accreditation, and
Standards Councils will operate.
Tg fadaed 39 da1shf ok Rrere Rign ufvug
, S dgd diF SretT-3faT

e, T 3R AT uivue o By |

e “This concerning news comes at a time when there is already a move to restructure the

archltecture of higher education re

g fIaree TR U 999 H

G B gTied = &1 Usd ¥ 81 Usd ol <6l 6, 4T XA A a1l

e Though the Centre has cited Entry 66 of the Union List in the Constitution to defend its right to
introduce the Bill, the legislation gives the proposed new umbrella Commission “powers
beyond this scope and specifically encroaches on State government powers”, he added.

gIdfifch B - 39 fAUTD B U HIA & U ABR Pl Yg! de-0A o foIT Afde™ &1 g gt
P ufIfP 66 o1 5o fear 8, A I8 fadgs URATdd U SASdT START &1 9 SR 4 WX
feTar a1 8 3R foR =0 ¥ Ieg IWPRI Bt Afaadl &1 SHfAHHI 1 8,” Ioi- Sis

%Jlation through the VBSA Bill, 2025,” Mr. Ramesh said.

S VBSA fadu®, 2025 & A1e0H A 3= e & Hame

o The Bill seeks to divide UGC's grant-giving powers from the regulatory structure to minimise

conflicts of interest, with the government saying future funding mechanisms will be designed
by the Education Ministry.

Ig fa9® UGC &1 ST 31 @1 Ifaadl &1 e i I AT $H3 &I YA Hal § dlids
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Lack of ‘sustainable water sources’
will thwart Jal Jeevan Mission: panel

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary commit-
tee has said that the objec-
tives of the Jal Shakti Minis-
try’s flagship
¥8.69-lakh-crore Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) — that aims
to provide consistent and
potable water supply to all
rural households — will re-
main “unfulfilled” if sus-
tainable sources of water
supply are not found.

This comes after an offi-
cial in the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion — an arm of the Minis-
try — told the committee
that despite taps under the
scheme having been in-
stalled at many places,
there was an “...issue of
water availability due to
shortage of sources” and
that in some places “...wa-
ter sources were being ex-
hausted within a year or
two”.

This prompted the com-
mittee to observe that
“...the objective of provid-
ing water for the next 25-30
years under JJM will re-
main unfulfilled due to
lack of source sustainabili-

.
N >

The programme, originally envisioned to achieve 100% coverage by

"
LA |

2024, has been stuck at around 81% since 2025. K. MURALI KUMAR

ty”. Sources include rivers,
lakes, ponds or any natural
pool.

The committee recom-
mended that the Ministry
implement “source to tap”
schemes, under which the
entire chain of water sup-
ply such as the source of
water, tank, supply, were
accounted for. There are
6.83 lakh sanctioned
schemes under the JJM.

The committee “note(d)
with concern” that there
was no information from
the States on how many of
these schemes were
“source to tap”. The panel
said it was “...of the view

that to maintain a long-
term steady supply of safe
drinking water, source sus-
tainability is of paramount
importance otherwise as-
sets created under JJM will
come to naught after extin-
guishment of available
sources”.

Govt. nod for extension
The Union Cabinet last
week approved extending
the JJM programme to
2028 and allocated addi-
tional funds to meet its tar-
get. A press note from the
Ministry had noted that the
programme’s focus will
change “...from infrastruc-

ture creation to service de-
livery, supported by drink-
ing water governance and
institutional ecosystem for
sustainable rural piped
potable water supply”.

“To this end, a uniform
national digital framework,
namely ‘Sujalam Bharat’,
shall be instituted, under
which every village shall be
assigned a unique Sujal
Gaon/Service Area ID digi-
tally mapping the com-
plete drinking water sup-
ply system from source to
tap,” a Ministry statement
said.

The programme, origi-
nally envisioned to achieve
100% coverage by 2024,
has been stuck at around
81% since 2025. As The Hin-
du has previously report-
ed, covering the remaining
20% requires more money
than has already been
spent so far.

From the baseline of
3.23 crore (17%) rural hou-
seholds with existing tap
water connections in 2019,
more than 12.56 crore ad-
ditional rural households
have been provided with
tap water connections so
far under the JJM.

20Mar. Lack of ‘sustainable water sources’ will thwart Jal Jeevan Mission:
panel

Tdd d Hid’ B H T Sfia= &= &) aiftg 9 afifa

¢ A parliamentary committee has said that the objectives of the Jal Shakti Ministry’s flagship
%8.69-lakh-crore Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) — that aims to provide consistent and potable
water supply to all rural households — will remain “unfulfilled” if sustainable sources of water
supply are not found.
TP GO FiAfa 3 He1 8 s STar ifary vamera o TRRa 28,69 ARG HRIS B oI it
iR (Qam) — et Iezg T o @Y 6 FARaR 3R Yaera emyfe e a1 e — &
TEI “3Mqul Ig S G Fed o Wd Ta| ad |

e This comes after an official in the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation — an arm of
the Ministry — told the committee that despite taps under the scheme having been installed at
many places, there was an “...issue of water availability due to shortage of sources” and that
in some places “...water sources were being exhausted within a year or two”.

Tg TG T SR e UaoTal 3R ¥as5dl fAUTT & U SRSGR — St Harerd &1 fgwar g — A
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This prompted the committee to observe that “...the objective of providing water for the next
25-30 years under JJM will remain unfulfilled due to lack of source sustainability”. Sources
include rivers, lakes, ponds or any natural pool.

O i 7 98 fewoht &1 i “0IM & T8 STd 25-30 T8I adb Tl SUds BRI BT aed
il @t FRTAT Bt FH & HROT 37eRTIE ST Fial & Al 3hd, arema araig ot
Wi STasEId a8 |

The committee recommended that the Ministry implement “source to tap” schemes, under

which the entire chain of water supply such as the source of water, tank, supply, were
accounted for. There are 6.83 lakh sanctioned schemes under the JJM.

TS A A1 B AR g @ TS AN HRA B RIBIRS &1, fords dgd ofd SMgfd &t ot
YTdl oY oI T, e, &n{ﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmm| JIM & IEd 6.83 TG ASHIE Wpd g |
The committee “note(d) with concern” that there was no information from the States on how
many of these schemes were “source to tap”. The panel said it was “...of the view that to
maintain a long-term steady supply of safe drinking water, source sustainability is of
paramount importance otherwise assets created under JJM will come to naught after
extinguishment of available sources”.

Hfitd A i & w1y e fear i Isa) A 98 THBR) e el fb $98 ¥ fobaT e |t
¢ ew g1 U9d A Fel fr “Srefepriere WRféra Tawrer emyfef §9m0 v & foe wel 3t fRRer
3dd WUl €, 3UT JIM & dgd ST T J1eH Hid AT 8 & a1g oadf g1 Smaat |

Govt. nod for extension

R & fore TR ot dedt

The Union Cabinet last week approved extending the JJM programme to 2028 and allocated
additional funds to meet its target. A press note from the Ministry had noted that the
programme’s focus will change “...from infrastructure creation to service delivery, supported
by drinking water governance and institutional ecosystem for sustainable rural piped potable
water supply”.

pta ifvsd 7 Uge Iwg JIM SIS S 2028 6 T I Holdl &t 3R T T HRA
& o srfafved «=RIRT Srafed &1 | HaTer™ &1 U U fasied & &gl R foh Srdohd 1 By
“g@gqmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ 3R FEor, for UaeTer R 3R TR g/ &1
JHYA e

“To this end, a uniform national digital framework, namely ‘Sujalam Bharat’, shall be instituted,
under which every village shall be assigned a unique Sujal Gaon/Service Area ID digitally
mapping the complete drinking water supply system from source to tap,” a Ministry statement
said.

TATC & S H gl T o 59 I5d W Ueb WSy f$fored gien gorar URa M fbar
ST, fores @8 d 81 71 &1 Ueh fafRry goret iaAar &= St < Swht, St Il | 2w ae
R 5 3myfdf Rew &1 feforea At st

The programme, originally envisioned to achieve 100% coverage by 2024, has been stuck at
around 81% since 2025. As The Hindu has previously reported, covering the remaining 20%
requires more money than has already been spent so far.

g BRI, ToR T T ¥ 2024 TF 100% HaYST GIRIA B o 17T ST 7T T, 2025 |
U 819% TR SCHT g3 5 | ST fob uget RIS o 71T 8, =W 20% BT HaR H3A & o 31d
P T BI T8 R F SHfRUF U B SHaRIDH 5|

From the baseline of 3.23 crore (17%) rural households with existing tap water connections in
2019, more than 12.56 crore additional rural households have been provided with tap water
connections so far under the JJM.

2019 ® 3.23 BRI (17%) ATHIOT ERY T HS[ET a0 T HaRM & YR I G, 3 dP 12.56
BRI A i sifafvad arftor a=t &1 oM & T8d T I HAaRA UGH T o 9% ¢ |
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Israel won’t hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South
Pars gas field after Iran attacks on infrastructure

Stanly Johny

istancing himself
l) from an Israeli
strike on Iran’s

South Pars gas field, U.S.
President Donald Trump
on Thursday said Tel Aviv
would not target the “ex-
tremely important and va-
luable” site again and
warned Tehran against at-
tacking Qatar’s energy
facilities.

His remarks came after
Iran launched missile at-
tacks at energy facilities in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and
Israel, following Israeli air
strikes that caused fire at
South Pars in Iran’s south-
ern Bushehr province, one
of the largest known gas
fields in the world.

“Israel, out of anger for
what has taken place in the
Middle East, has violently
lashed out at South Pars
Gas Field in Iran. A rela-
tively small section of the
whole has been hit. The

United States knew noth-
ing about this particular at-
tack, and the country of
Qatar was in no way,
shape, or form, involved
with it, nor did it have any
idea that it was going to
happen,” Mr. Trump wrote
in a social media post.

“Unfortunately, Iran did
not know this, or any of the
pertinent facts pertaining
to the South Pars attack,
and unjustifiably and un-
fairly attacked a portion of
Qatar’s LNG Gas facility,”
he added. “No more at-
tacks will be made by Israel
pertaining to this extreme-
ly important and valuable
South Pars Field unless
Iran unwisely decides to at-
tack a very innocent, in
this case, Qatar - In which
instance the United States
will massively blow up the
entirety of the South Pars
Gas Field”

American media quoted
Israeli officials as saying
that the U.S. was informed
in advance about the South

Lt p—
Qatar’s state-run energy firm said Ras Laf
world which handles roughly 20% of the global LNG exports, came under attack. FILE PHOTO

Pars strike. South Pars is
part of an offshore gas re-
servoir in the Persian Gulf
shared by Qatar and Iran.
The Qatari side calls it the
North Field.

Iran on Wednesday
evening said it targeted
energy facilities in Qatar,
the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
Israel after several phases

Tehran says it is ready to exercise restraint but
warns of escalation if facilities are attacked again

at South Pars came under
attack.

Qatar’s state-run energy
firm Qatar Energy said on
Wednesday its Ras Laffan
Industrial City, one of the
most critical energy hubs
in the world which handles
roughly 20% of the global
LNG exports, came under
attack. On Thursday, it said

=

Nape s e
rial City, one of the most critical energy hubs in the

several of the company’s
LNG facilities were hit by
Iranian missiles, causing
“extensive damage”.

The UAE suspended op-
erations at Abu Dhabi’s
Habshan gas facility after
authorities said debris of
intercepted missiles fell on
the site. The Bab oil field in
the Emirate and a refinery

20Mar. Israel won'’t hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

SORTSA bR S & A JUF W GHAT Aol B T

e Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South Pars gas field after Iran attacks on
infrastructure
T A RE P PRCFR TR FHA & 916 I18Y TR 79 85 W) FoRISe g0 I SMiHr
DI 3 fpan

e Tehran says itis ready to exercise restraint but warns of escalation if facilities are
attacked again

AE A PeT fF a8 HUH a1 P AR ¢ A 3R Fraursit w b gwan gom o R

& 9 B Jara-it ¢t

¢ The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar’'s Ras Laffan, and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refinery
were hit

YU P g9 YU, Bk PTG ATHM 3R TSl 3R Pt WG RT3 W gHar g3

near the Saudi capital Ri-
yadh were also targeted by
Iranian projectiles. Saudi
Arabia’s Defence Ministry
said a drone crashed into
the Samref refinery in the
Red Sea port of Yanbu. In
Kuwait, drone attacks
sparked fire Mina Abdullah
and Mina Al-Ahmadi
refineries.

Israeli media reported
on Thursday that an oil re-
finery in the northern port
city of Haifa was hit. Imag-
es of a thick plume of dark
smoke rising from the area
of the refinery also
emerged on the social
media.

Oil prices surged on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark Brent crude topping
$115.

The Iranian attacks
“constitute a dangerous es-
calation and a violation of
international law”, the
UAE’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement. “The UAE
reserves its full right to take
all necessary measures to

The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar’s Ras Laffan,
and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refinery were hit

protect its sovereignty and
national security, and to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests.” The Foreign Ministry
of Qatar declared “the mili-
tary attaché and the secur-
ity attaché at the [Iranian]
embassy [in Doha], in addi-
tion to the staff of the two
attaché offices ‘persona
non grata’,” and asked
them to leave the country
within 24 hours.

Later in the day, Iran’s
Foreign Minster Abbas
Araghchi  signalled that
Iran was ready for restraint
but threatened to escalate
if its energy facilities were
attacked again.

“Our response to Israel’s
attack on our infrastruc-
ture employed fraction of
our power. The only rea-
son for restraint was res-
pect for requested de-esca-
lation,” he wrote in a social
media post. “Zero restraint
if our infrastructures are
struck again. Any end to
this war must address dam-
age to our civilian sites.”

o Distancing himself from an Israeli strike on Iran’s South Pars gas field, U.S. President
Donald Trump on Thursday said Tel Aviv would not target the “extremely important and
valuable” site again and warned Tehran against attacking Qatar’s energy facilities.

H & A83Y URE 17 &5 IR SoRISA 890 I e BT AT HRd g AR

T AR P! FHel fb At Sdfid 3 “3rdd HeayUl IR T &I Bl bR

AT 3R TG DI HR DI Soll GraUT3ff TR gHAT 7 B Bt Iarai ai

e His remarks came after Iran launched missile attacks at energy facilities in Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Israel, following Israeli air strikes that caused fire at
South Pars in Iran’s southern Bushehr province, one of the largest known gas fields in the
world.

I
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“Israel, out of anger for what has taken place in the Middle East, has violently lashed out at
South Pars Gas Field in Iran. A relatively small section of the whole has been hit. The United
States knew nothing about this particular attack, and the country of Qatar was in no way,
shape, or form, involved with it, nor did it have any idea that it was going to happen,” Mr.
Trump wrote in a social media post.

SRS A AL Od A g8 Te1af & TR & E & W urf T &3 W e guan fosanl ¥ &=
H1 Had U BICT oW THIIT g1 8 | Tgad Isd SR &I 39 fa=y g0d &1 Big TSR
el o, 3R PR bl ot U # s A 8T o1, 781 3 T §H Bl Bls wHBRI AT, 4t

o A iRr Hifsar uke | foran|

“Unfortunately, Iran did not know this, or any of the pertinent facts pertaining to the South
Pars attack, and unjustifiably and unfairly attacked a portion of Qatar’'s LNG Gas facility,” he
added.

U §, T $1 98 a1 I3y Ui g9 F IS fandt of gyl @ ot IReR e o, ok
I 3 SR smyuf afies ¥ Bk & LNG T T & U e WR gHdl foha,” 37 Fell
“No more attacks will be made by Israel pertaining to this extremely important and valuable
South Pars Field unless Iran unwisely decides to attack a very innocent, in this case, Qatar -

In which instance the United States will massively blow up the entirety of the South Pars Gas
Field.”

“FTRIZA 39 A HEAYU! 3R JegaH I3y TR & TR 3R gHA el H, od deb b 33
AT aiier ¥ T (G <, 39 AA H HeR, TR gHdT Ta! Hdl — U fRufd & dgad s
3T IX T3y R T & &Y I8 HR SN

American media quoted Israeli officials as saying that the U.S. was informed in advance
about the South Pars strike.

SR T A SoRTSd! SABING] & e ¥ Bl b Ty U §HA B STHBR] AR P

ugd 9 2R

South Pars is part of an offshore gas reservoir in the Persian Gulf shared by Qatar and Iran.

%ﬂmawréwﬁ@@ﬁf@mwmﬁﬂ 1SR P gl & o SR SR S 131 vl
I

The Qatari side calls it the North Field.

B 39 A1 Bies pedr 2l

Iran on Wednesday evening said it targeted energy facilities in Qatar, the UAE, Saudi Arabia

and Israel after several phases at South Pars came under attack.

M A YR IMH Fgl b IT HR, JUs, TSal 3RT 3R FoREA & Soit graersit o F=mn

TN Filfch T3Y TR & s aRUN IR I g7 T

Qatar’s state-run energy firm Qatar Energy said on Wednesday its Ras Laffan Industrial City,

one of the most critical energy hubs in the world which handles roughly 20% of the global

LNG exports, came under attack.

PR Pl BRI Holl U Qatar Energy = B8l b ITbT I ATGIE NI e, Sl 3y
LNG f4aTd BT TTHT 20% FHTET &, T BT ISR gl

On Thursday, it said several of the company’s LNG facilities were hit by Iranian missiles,
causing “extensive damage”.

THAR B B A FHgl [ IUP Ps LNG T X1 Femgal 9 guifad g, o “=me
IR g3l

The UAE suspended operations at Abu Dhabi’s Habshan gas facility after authorities said
debris of intercepted missiles fell on the site.

gqus 7 3§ TS & FERE A Yoz H e b foar Jiife siftreial 3 wet o At 1
forargl &1 wae agi AR

The Bab oil field in the Emirate and a refinery near the Saudi capital Riyadh were also
targeted by Iranian projectiles.

a&:ﬁ}ﬂﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁéﬂéﬁ@hﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁwaﬁmmmﬁm
|
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Saudi Arabia’s Defence Ministry said a drone crashed into the Samref refinery in the Red Sea

port of Yanbu.

ﬁm%tm%ﬁ%%m%ﬁxﬂmﬁﬁawmﬁwﬁ
I

In Kuwait, drone attacks sparked fire at Mina Abdullah and Mina Al-Ahmadi refineries.

Fad & g gHAl I T Sfegeet 3R HHT 3d-3gud! RpreaRkal & 1 am 13|

Israeli media reported on Thursday that an oil refinery in the northern port city of Haifa was

hit.

TORTS A HifSAT = Fdr fob ITRY §GE WER FTSWT D1 Ueb dl RUISRI UR gHAl gl

Images of a thick plume of dark smoke rising from the area of the refinery also emerged on

social media.

RBIERT &7 ¥ Iod g1 FHId YU B aR A=A HSar IR - 3 |

Oil prices surged on Thursday, with the benchmark Brent crude topping $115.

Wﬁéﬁﬁaﬂnﬁa@ﬂg@?a’zﬁmw ¥ W Ugd |

The Iranian attacks “constitute a dangerous escalation and a violation of international law”,

the UAE’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

gus & faer HATed A &l fob S g “GARAD e SR SIARIPT BT BT Ieoio” 3 |

“The UAE reserves its full right to take all necessary measures to protect its sovereignty and

national security, and to safeguard its national interests.”

éqqé SO HUYAT SR AT R BT &M & g Tt 1= FHaH I3 &1 I SHIHR @l
-

The Foreign Ministry of Qatar declared “the military attaché and the security attaché at the
[Iranian] embassy [in Doha], in addition to the staff of the two attaché offices ‘persona non

L]

grata’,” and asked them to leave the country within 24 hours.

HR P (I FATCR 7 3IeT YT ST a1 & I 3IR JRe 3B &l “3raifed wfdr
T e oiR 35 24 °e H 3 BIeA &l FgT

Later in the day, Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi signalled that Iran was ready for
restraint but threatened to escalate if its energy facilities were attacked again.

e o are o, SXF & fagwr Tt oreaTe SRTE A Tdhd fd fas SR T9H SR &1 R g AfeA
e ST Sront Graersil R R gHe gom ot Rl Feit

“Our response to Israel’s attack on our infrastructure employed a fraction of our power. The
only reason for restraint was respect for requested de-escalation,” he wrote in a social media
post.

“GHR SHRCFR R SoRIZA b gHA o Sdid H §H 30T TR BT dvddl T 38T 3¥adTd
fohdT | TTH BT HRUT et qH1d HH HRA b SFRIY BT T IT,” 35+ fordT|

“Zero restraint if our infrastructures are struck again. Any end to this war must address
damage to our civilian sites.”

“Tfe AR SHRCFR TR [ gHAT §3HT dl His I el 67| 39 I &1 3id adl g oa
RS RSl DI §U THAM BT JATYTH foar S|
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FTA talks with
Israel, GCC
countries may
be delayed

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The ongoing conflict in
West Asia is going to create
delays in India’s negotia-
tions on free trade agree-
ments (FTA) with the Gulf
Cooperation Council coun-
tries as well as Israel, a se-
nior official in the Com-
merce Ministry said.

The FTA with the UK.,
however, could be imple-
mented by May 1, and the
trade agreement with the
European Union could be
ratified by the European
Parliament by the end of
November, they added.

“There are several im-
pacts of the war in the Mid-
dle East, but one of them is
that our talks with the
GCCs and Israel will be de-
layed, since most of the
parties involved are at war
currently,” the official ex-
plained, declining to be
named as the matter is still
under discussion.

FTA negotiations with
the GCC countries — Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) —
were launched on Febru-
ary 24.

The same month, bet-
ween February 23-26, In-
dia and Israel also held the
first round of negotiations
for a bilateral FTA.

“The implementation of
the UK. FTA should hap-
pen by end-April, and we
might decide to announce
it on May 1,” the official
said, adding that India was
looking for a “significant
date” to announce it, and
that International Labour
Day was a good and early
candidate.

The India-U.K. Compre-
hensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA)
was signed on July 24,
2025.
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9971932488

20Mar. FTA talks with Israel, GCC countries may be delayed

VRIS 3R GCC 3N & ATY FTA ardi & 31 g Ihdl 2

e The ongoing conflict in West Asia is going to create delays in India’s
negotiations on free trade agreements (FTA) with the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries as well as Israel, a senior official in the Commerce Ministry
said.

Uy uRRrn & 9 38T 9O YR &1 Yo TUR FHSGT (FTA) drarst & 33
BT R Tl 8, Sl b e HYSATIRRA SIS I 3R TR F T
€1 8, T a1fry Haaerd % Ueb aRy Sifiiert 3 o

e The FTA with the U.K., however, could be implemented by May 1,
and the trade agreement with the European Union could be ratified by the
European Parliament by the end of November, they added.

BT, g . & Y FTA Bl 1 HS db AN a1 ST Javell 5, 3R TRIVRT WG &
1Y TR TSN B TdeR & 3id b RIT HAE RT Al fobar ot
el ¢, IoH SISl

e  “There are several impacts of the war in the Middle East, but one of
them is that our talks with the GCCs and Israel will be delayed, since most of
the parties involved are at war currently,” the official explained, declining to
be named as the matter is still under discussion.

“He U4 B g b B3 UHIG 3, Qb 370 I Th T8 8 b GCC IR 3oRIsd &
1y AR} arat 8§ <8 g, i 59w wnfiret st ver aduH A gg A e
YR = AR, AH ISR IR U 3TBR HRd gu Hifds Arar it
faamTef B

e  FTA negotiations with the GCC countries — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) — were launched

on February 24.

GCC 3= — T&dH, Had, UM, HR, T3he! 3RT 3R Ygad 3RS SHRTT
(UAE) — & T FTA dTdi 24 BRa% &I e &1 715 2|

e The same month, between February 23-26, India and Israel also
held the first round of negotiations for a bilateral FTA.

I HEN, 23-26 BREI & S, HRA 3R IoR1sd - fguela FTA & forg araf
oI Ugd aR Ht 3mfSra faarl

e  “The implementation of the U.K. FTA should happen by end-April,
and we might decide to announce it on May 1,” the official said, adding that
India was looking for a “significant date” to announce it, and that International
Labour Day was a good and early candidate.

‘G, FTA BT 30T & 3fd d% 1 AIRT, 3R §H 3 1 WS &I O
FA 1 0 A Thd &, ISR A FgT, T8 Sied gU [ YRd 39 9Iid oA
& fou Ue wgayul fafdr 3 qam # o1, iR SieRTsh 9w fgaw we s
3R TR fqaed 1|

e The India-U.K. The Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) was signed on July 24, 2025.

YRI-J &, AU ATH 3R TMUR FHIAT (CETA) 24 JETS, 2025 &
gxanea foar |
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udget
ha on Thursday

passed a supplementary budget amounting to
¥40,461.95 crore for the year 2025-26. Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu presented the
supplementary demands for the year 2025-26 in
the House, and the budget was passed through a
voice vote. The supplementary budget included
¥36,374.61 crore under State schemes and
¥4,087.34 crore for Centrally-sponsored schemes.
Under the State schemes, ¥26,194.95 crore has
been earmarked for ‘ways and means’, and
overdrafts, ¥4,150.14 crore has been allocated for

power sector. en

9971932488

20Mar. Himachal Assembly passes
supplementary budget

e fauruT 3 3R aie uiiva faan

e Himachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha on Thursday passed
a supplementary budget amounting to ¥40,461.95 crore for the
year 2025-26.
feHTaa ISR Ayl 5 TRaR &I a¥ 2025-26 & oy
%40,461.95 BRIS P STURP Foie UIRd Al

e  Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu presented the
supplementary demands for the year 2025-26 in the House,
and the budget was passed through a voice vote.

ey gRafaer fRie ag ) 9ed d ¥ 2025-26 & foIT QRS TR TRdd B, 3R SoTe &1
argy die & ey § uilkd fosar man

e The supplementary budget included %36,374.61 crore under State schemes and 34,087.34
crore for Centrally-sponsored schemes.

%4,087.34 PIS AT |

e Under the State schemes, %26,194.95 crore has been earmarked for ‘ways and means’, and
overdrafts, ¥4,150.14 crore has been allocated for the power sector.

3T QST &SI 226,194.95 BRYS Ast TS HI=T iR SfavglTe F e Fefikd fry e
¥ il 24,150.14 HS UTAR AFeR & T e fpy MU R |

Supreme Court
reserves verdict on
ambit of ‘industry’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court reserved
judgment on Thursday on
whether educational insti-
tutions, hospitals, and so-
vereign functions of the go-
vernment and its
instrumentalities  would
fall within the definition of
‘industrial activity’ under
the Industrial Disputes Act.
The Bench, headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, and comprising Jus-
tices BV. Nagarathna, P.S.
Narasimha, Dipankar Dat-
ta, Ujjal Bhuyan, Satish
Chandra Sharma, Joymalya
Bagchi, Alok Aradhe and
Vipul M. Pan reserved its
verdict on the third and fi-
nal day of oral arguments.
The question of law be-
fore the proposed Bench
concerns a 1978 judgment
in Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board vs. A.
Rajappa. The 1978 judg-
ment had expanded the
definition of ‘industry” un-
der Section 2(j) of the In-
dustrial Disputes Act, 1947.
The judgment had intro-
duced a triple test and in-
cluded hospitals, educa-
tional institutions and
municipalities as indus-
tries. States like Uttar Pra-

desh, Maharashtra and
Punjab, represented by Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
K.M. Nataraj and senior ad-
vocates Shekhar Naphade
and Shadan Farasat, res-
pectively, urged the apex
court to relook the seven-
judge Bench judgment. Se-
nior advocates like Indira
Jaising, C.U. Singh, and Go-
pal Sankaranarayan ar-
gued in favour of keeping
the reasoning of the 1978
judgment intact.

Ms. Jaising had submit-
ted that bringing enterpris-
es under the definition of
industry provide workmen
with a remedy to ventilate
their grievances in relation
to fair wages, health and
safety, occupational safety,
security of employment
and challenge unfair dis-
missals before a judicial
authority.

The 1978 judgment had
expanded the ambit of ‘in-
dustry” to hold that any
systematic activity (wheth-
er or not for profit), includ-
ing charitable and govern-
ment-run services, were an
industry if they met the pa-
rameters of a triple test.
The judgment was de-
signed to benefit em-
ployees to claim the status
and legal protection as in-
dustrial ‘workers’.

3R Folc B Is TSI & qed 336,374.61 BRAS SR P UrAora Aer-3il & o

20Mar. Supreme Court reserves verdict on ambit
of ‘industry’

i FIe A Far #) uikfe w fHofa qRidga @

e A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court reserved
judgment on Thursday on whether educational institutions,
hospitals, and sovereign functions of the government and its
instrumentalities would fall within the definition of ‘industrial
activity’ under the Industrial Disputes Act.

A I &t A-=arehien 1 Uis 3 TEIR & I8 T HA W
3T iy YRR T fern i o Aerfore wwar=, sreard,
3R WHR & ATGHIT AP BT 9U1 I9F 37 Sieifire faare
Siffraw & aga sitenfire wfafaftr ot afvursn & sma

e The Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, and comprising Justices B.V. Nagarathna, P.S.
Narasimha, Dipankar Datta, Ujjal Bhuyan, Satish Chandra
Sharma, Joymalya Bagchi, Alok Aradhe and Vipul M. Pan

reserved its verdict on the third and final day of oral arguments.

gg e, fore! siegerr HIRd & qrardh=r g &id H
3@ 3, SR forad gl ot =|1TRT=|T it ga. TR,
3Te SRTY 3R fAye v, o e 2, 3 Mfds se9 &
TR SR sifam fem srom Aot WRigma i

e The question of law before the proposed Bench
concerns a 1978 judgment in Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board vs. A. Rajappa.

TdTfad Uie & T B &1 U 1978 & H0id Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage Board vs. A. Rajappa q
I
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The 1978 judgment had expanded the definition of ‘industry’ under Section 2(j) of the
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

1978 ¥ 39 fAvig 1 3NN faare fuffrad, 1947 &t 4RT 2() & d8d [FANT BT URHTST BT
faerR foam |

The judgment had introduced a triple test and included hospitals, educational institutions and
municipalities as industries.

3 07 7 U feue o O faman SR ereuaral, RerfOre WA iR TRuTferaTai &1
I o &Y H M |

States like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Punjab, represented by Additional Solicitor
General K.M. Nataraj and senior advocates Shekhar Naphade and Shadan Farasat,
respectively, urged the apex court to relook the seven-judge Bench judgment.

IR WS, 3R USITE S At 7, et ufafAida sifafvad TiferRiey S-Ra &.¢H.
e 3R ARy G THTR T e BRI R 32 3, 3 Y srereid 3 arel-
TR Bt Ui & 39 vy IR gAfdaR =4 &1 3imrg T

Senior advocates like Indira Jaising, C.U. Singh, and Gopal Sankaranarayan argued in favour
of keeping the reasoning of the 1978 judgment intact.

IRy siftraaar gfewr s, g, Rig ik Mure JeeaRm™vr 3 1978 & Al & 9d &t
gYTad TG o U& H gefld di|

Ms. Jaising had submitted that bringing enterprises under the definition of industry provide
workmen with a remedy to ventilate their grievances in relation to fair wages, health and
safety, occupational safety, security of employment and challenge unfair dismissals before a
judicial authority.

gt STafRiT = IR o for S & ST & IRUTWIT H a9 SHATRAl &1 3fad aaH,
WA 3R YRET, ATTATRIS GR&T, AR Bt Y& 77 Srgfera swiaht & Raams aiie
TIRIHRUT & qHE 30! RIGTd T9- HT e fadr g

The 1978 judgment had expanded the ambit of ‘industry’ to hold that any systematic activity
(whether or not for profit), including charitable and government-run services, were an industry
if they met the parameters of a triple test.

1978 & 01T =1 ‘FENT & SRR BT [IIR I §U Hal [ Dis ot Frfea nfafafy @e av &
fere g1 ar =1, mﬁuﬁmeﬁvmﬂmms‘r Ife 3 feue 3 & A BT g
HAT S, A S8 SN AT S|

The judgment was designed to benefit employees to claim the status and legal protection as
industrial ‘workers’.

T fofa i) & i ftre & &0 o ool SR ST TREUT U B § TH
UgaM o fore s o
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New GDP series, charting the path ahead

much-awaited new GDP series with the

base year as 202223 is now available in

the public domain. On February 27,

2026, the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation came out with a
press note on a new series of GDP estimates and
related aggregates for the financial years 202223,
2023-24 and 2024-25. This addresses the
long-standing demand for a more accurate and
realistic picture of the size of the Indian economy
by updating the base year. It overcomes the
limitations of earlier estimates, which relied on
the outdated 2011-12 base year.

The overall size of the Indian economy in
terms of GDP as per the new series at current
prices (in rupees lakh crore) is estimated to be
261.18 (financial year 2022:23), 289.84 (FY
2023-24) and 318.07 (2024-25), respectively (first
revised estimate). These aggregates are
marginally (between 3% and 4%) lower than what
were released earlier based on the previous
series. The relative shares of primary, secondary
and tertiary sectors in total Gross Value Added
(GVA) at current prices during 2024-25 remained
at 21.4%, 25.8% and 52.9%, respectively. The
manufacturing sector depicts a high growth rate
(more than 9%) in real GVA for both the years:
12.7% in 2023-24 and 9.3% in 2024-25. As regards
the expenditure side estimates, the share of
private financial consumption expenditure in
GDP is around 56%, both at current and constant
prices during the years 2023-24 and 2024-25.

Major refinements in the new series

Some of the most significant refinements in the
methodology adopted in the new series include:
first, segregation of activities of multi-activity
enterprises belonging to non-financial private
corporate sector by apportioning the total GVA of
the enterprise across its business activities using
the corresponding revenue share information of
the company available in the form of MGT 7/7A
data (as against entire GVA being allocated to the
major activity of the enterprise in 2011-12 series);
second, use of a separate blown up factor at the
industry x size class level, based on paid-up
capital, for scaling up the GVA of the reported
active companies to account for the contribution
of the active companies which did not file
returns; third, a comprehensive coverage of
Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs) using
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) data; and
fourth, the use of high-frequency (annual) data
on GVA per worker (GVAPW) as per the Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises

4 i
G.C. Manna

is a professor at
the Institute for

Human Development,

Senior Adviser at.
the National Council
of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
and a Member

of the Advisory
Committee

on National
Accounts Statistics

Updating

the ASI
sampling frame
and refining
the ASUSE
survey
methodology
can further
enhance the
accuracy

and reliability
of GDP and
GSDP estimates

(ASUSE) in conjunction with the estimates of the
number of workers utilising the information
available through Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) to estimate the GVA contribution of the
Household Sector. In this context, it is worthwhile
to mention that in the 2011-12 series, base year
(2011-12) GVA estimates at the activity level for the
Household Sector were extrapolated using
suitable indicators to derive GVA for subsequent
years.

The new series also introduces significant
improvements in the estimation of real GVA
through the expanded application of ‘double
deflation’ and “velume extrapolation’ methods,
bringing the estimates more in line with
international guidelines. In addition, the
benchmark estimates for 2022-23 private final
consumption expenditure (PFCE) are now
derived more directly by utilising data from the
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey
(HCES 2022-23), especially for items that are
widely consumed across household groups and
tend to exhibit low income elasticity.

The challenges ahead

Among the four institutional sectors, namely,
general government, public corporations, private
corporations and households for which GVA
estimates are separately computed and then
aggregated, the database of the first two sectors is
quite robust. Coming to the private corporate
sector, particularly the private non-financial
corporate segment, for which GVA is compiled
using the MCA database — a critical issue lies in
allocating the national-level total GVA of
companies across States to derive the
corresponding Gross State Value Added (GSVA),
given that the primary data are available only at
the enterprise level.

In the 2011-12 series, total manufacturing GVA
at the national level was allocated proportionately
over States by using their shares in GVA as per the
Annual Survey of Industries (AS). In the new
series, apart from ASI data (confining to
manufacturing sector), the GST data is also
available for this purpose. A major limitation with
the ASI data is the inadequacy of the ASI frame.
To illustrate, the number of companies in 2011-12,
as on December 15, 2014, as per the MCA
database classified under ‘Manufacturing’ was
135,802 (source: Changes in Methodology and
Data Sources in the New Series of National
Accounts, Base Year 2011-12, Central Statistics
Office, 2015) as against only 67,649 factories
covered under the corporate sector in ASI, 2011-12

20Mar. New GDP series, charting the path ahead

S GDP §@dl, 3T &T AR T HAT

(Table 7, Principal Characteristics by Type of
Organisation in ASI 2011-2012 (Revised)).
Accordingly, the proportionate shares of different
States in the total GVA derived from the ASI based
on a truncated frame may not reflect the reality
and hence affect the State GDP figure. Remedial
measures to improve the sampling frame of ASI
by utilising the MCA and GST databases can be a
step in the right direction. In parallel, a properly
designed sample survey of active companies
could be worth exploring to derive the
percentage shares of different States in total GVA
by the companies.

Resolving fluctuations

As regards the Household Sector, its GVA at the
activity, i.e., ‘compilation category’ level in the
new series is derived as the product of GVAPW as
per the ASUSE and number of workers based on
the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS). This
necessitates that the corresponding estimates
from the surveys are fairly reliable. However,
available results from the ASUSE indicate a
certain volatility in the estimates across the years
for some industries and States.

For example, the all-India annual estimates of
GVAPW (rural and urban combined) as per the
ASUSE (covering both household sector and
‘quasi-corporate’ units) for the years 2021-22,
2022-23 and 2023-24 were found to be ¥163,078;
¥255,447; and ¥201,930, respectively, for the
‘manufacture of rubber and plastic products’
which is a distinct compilation category in GDP
calculations.

Similarly, the annual estimates of GVAPW
pertaining to the manufacturing industry in
respect of Bihar were found to be ¥89,638;
117,021; and 100,101, respectively, for the three
years. To address this problem, the methodology
in the new series recommends the use of three
years’ moving average, wherever necessary,
except for the base year. However, in resolving
the issue of such fluctuations in the annual
estimates of GVAPW, it may be worth exploring
whether a rotating panel design in the ASUSE
with a substantial overlap in the samples between
any two consecutive years — similar to the
procedure adopted in the PLFS — can yield better
estimates.

Finally, to conclude, updating the ASI frame
and refinements in the survey methodology of
ASUSE can be effective in further improvement of
the GDP and GSDP estimates.

The views expressed are personal

A much-awaited new GDP series with the base year as 2022-23 is now available in the
public domain.

Fguciferd T3 St gaa, foeT SR a¥ 2022-23 B, 31§ auHe ©U 4 IUds ¢ |

On February 27, 2026, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation came
out with a press note on a new series of GDP estimates and related aggregates for the

« nancial years 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25.

27 BRas 2026 H! HifSTD! 3R HRIHT HTAT-ag= HATT - 2022-23, 2023-24 3R 2024-25
& forg =18 oSt gRgan iR Fefia stiers! IR 0¥ Hie oIk faa|

This addresses the long-standing demand for a more accurate and realistic picture of the
size of the Indian economy by updating the base year.

Ig YR aY DI ST TP YR SITTRIT & HTHR HI P Tetd R arfas foa
T IR B TS TG F T 31T I8 AR B! R HRAT g |

It overcomes the limitations of earlier estimates, which relied on the outdated 2011-12 base
year.

g XM STAMI & WrATsf &1 R 1 &, S YR 201112 TUR T TR S1enRa &

The overall size of the Indian economy in terms of GDP as per the new series at current
prices (in rupees lakh crore) is estimated to be 261.18 (2022-23), 289.84 (2023-24) and
318.07 (2024-25), respectively (» rst revised estimate).

T3 4Tl & ATIR GHH DI IR YR SRITaRIT BT A HHR (FUY ARG PAS H) HA:
261.18 (2022-23), 289.84 (2023-24) 3fR 318.07 (2024-25) § (WYH TN ) |

These aggregates are marginally (3% to 4%) lower than what were released earlier based on
the previous series.

q 3HS Ugd SIRY fhT Y 3ia! &) ga H THRIHT (3% | 4%) FH G

The relative shares of primary, secondary and tertiary sectors in total Gross Value Added
(GVA) at current prices during 2024-25 remained at 21.4%, 25.8% and 52.9%, respectively.
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2024-25 B I4HH HIAAl R o Tbd Teu 9949 (GVA) T wrufire, fidtas sk qoias e
! fERCRY HHE: 21.4%, 25.8% 3R 52.9% g |

The manufacturing sector depicts a high growth rate (more than 9%) in real GVA for both
the years: 12.7% in 2023-24 and 9.3% in 2024-25.

formtor &= 3 arRafde Gva ° = 9fG IR (9% R Siftre ) faTs: 2023-24 H 12.7% 3R 2024-
257 9.3%|

As regards the expenditure side estimates, the share of private « nal consumption
expenditure (PFCE) in GDP is around 56%, both at current and constant prices during the
years 2023-24 and 2024-25.

Y U8 & 3IUR, GDP H it ifaw SUHNT 317 (PFCE) @ RRIGRY TTHT 56% &, S 2023-
24 3R 2024-25 H IFHM 3R RR ST S19dl R J7H 8

Major res nements in the new series

¢ 4T § g gUR

Some of the most signis cant ree nements in the methodology adopted in the new series
include:

TS 4T H TS T8 UG H $F TS YR A &;

* rst, segregation of activities of multi-activity enterprises belonging to non-+ nancial
private corporate sector by apportioning the total GVA of the enterprise across its business
activities using the corresponding revenue share information of the company available in the
form of MGT 7/7A data (as against entire GVA being allocated to the major activity of the
enterprise in 2011-12 series);

uga, TR-faxia feft siulve &= & ag-fafaf el ot afafafat @1 favres, g dot &
MGT 7/7A ST % YR W $A GVA B fafls aaraeniiies fafaferat & sier Sar 8 (@afd 2011-
12 g ge ¥ ORI GVA T Tiafafd 1 faan S a);

second, use of a separate blown up factor at the industry x size class level, based on paid-
up capital, for scaling up the GVA of the reported active companies to account for the
contribution of the active companies which did not ¢ le returns;

gg_{gaﬁanugqﬂ (paid-up capnal)%&rremwa?ﬂwaﬁwwaﬁww 3T -3
Y 3 Wfehy Ul & AT & e far o1 9o el Red afad

thlrd, a comprehenswe coverage of Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs) using Ministry of
Corporate A« airs (MCA) data;

JRIRT, PIYRE AT & HATAT (MCA) & ST &1 IUTNT oias ferfires arsfaferd urd=iRkm
(LLPs) %1 &S Hao;

fourth, the use of high-frequency (annual) data on GVA per worker (GVAPW) as per the
Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) in conjunction with the
estimates of the number of workers utilising the information available through Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) to estimate the GVA contribution of the Household Sector.

AT, ASUSE & 38R ufr 5 GVA (GVvAPW) & arfifes SeT &1 IudiT, S PLFS &
P AT & TSl b WY AT T & & GVA TNTGH P SHM TN S ¢ |

In this context, it is worthwhile to mention that in the 2011-12 series, base year (2011-12)
GVA estimates at the activity level for the Household Sector were extrapolated using suitable
indicators to derive GVA for subsequent years.

T T T, 2011-12 @ H YR T (2011-12) & T TR &F & GVA BT HTHM U
b dm! & YR TR 3T & qul b fod FepTelT ST 7|

The new series also introduces significant improvements in the estimation of real GVA
through the expanded application of ‘double deation’ and ‘volume extrapolation’ methods,
bringing the estimates more in line with international guidelines.

T3 a1 § aRAfddh GVA & 30 § ‘sad FSwRRrT 3R afeqy Taaeaasr faftr &1
U ITANT 31 7T 3, T SIgAT SfavRTPrd Al b 3IFU 8l T 5 |

In addition, the benchmark estimates for 2022—-23 private « nal consumption expenditure
(PFCE) are now derived more directly by utilising data from the Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (HCES 2022-23), especially for items that are widely consumed across
household groups and tend to exhibit low income elasticity.
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TP {ATET, 2022—-23 & PFCE & §aHIS STHM 3d & HCES 2022—23 & Sl &I STINT
TP dIR fPT Y §, faRves 39 axgait & fu St e 0 I SUHNT 6 ot § iR et
3T S HH B ]

The challenges ahead

3l ot gt

Among the four institutional sectors, hamely, general government, public corporations,
private corporations and households for which GVA estimates are separately computed
and then aggregated, the database of the « rst two sectors is quite robust.

IR URIFTT &3 — ATHRI IRPR, Ardutt=e =, feft o o eve & — o forg
GVA 3{TRT-3{ET ITUMHT R SIST ST &, 318 Ugd f &l T ST B! Holgd ¢ |

Coming to the private corporate sector, particularly the private non-nancial corporate
segment, for which GVA is compiled using the MCA database — a critical issue lies in
allocating the national-level total GVA of companies across States to derive the
corresponding Gross State Value Added (GSVA), given that the primary data are available
only at the enterprise level.

foreft Biulve &R, faRivar AR-faxiig fAreht siuike @ F, ST GVA 1 3IgHH MCA Sered
T 351 ST & — U U4E 9HWT I8 & [P HUHAl & AP TR & Hd GVA I AT H ael
dIfes Tefd GSVA AT o U, Safd Hd ST Had Teurgs TR IR Iua 3|

In the 2011-12 series, total manufacturing GVA at the national level was allocated
proportionately over States by using their shares in GVA as per the Annual Survey of
Industries (ASI).

2011-12 4G H P &R & Hef fAFHTT GVA BT ASI & SIHR Il B feRaR] & MR
TR faaid fosar ST &l

In the new series, apart from ASI data (relating to manufacturing sector), the GST data is
also available for this purpose.

T2 e o AS| T (S Had fafufor &= ao Hfid §) & Sramar GST Ser +f 39 3= & forg
A B

A major limitation with the ASI data is the inadequacy of the ASI frame.

AS| SeT & U gl FHT ST S1eRT Aua hH B

To illustrate, the number of companies in 2011-12, as on December 15, 2014, as per the
MCA database classified under ‘Manufacturing’ was 135,802 as against only 67,649
factories covered under the corporate sector in ASI, 2011-12.

IeTeR0T & fog, 2011-12 H 15 fRaR 2014 9% MCA ST & SIHR “BYHENT & ded
135,802 Suf=ai off, W& AS| 2011-12 & FHad 67,649 Wieeai 2

Accordingly, the proportionate shares of different States in the total GVA derived from the ASI
based on a truncated frame may not ree ect the reality and hence a+ ect the State GDP

* gure.

TUMAIE, Y A TR TR AS| F T 9] Bt GVA TRIGR] aRdfdandl ! g1 a1 qdbai!
3R 3T =T GDP FHIAd 81 Jovdll |

Remedial measures to improve the sampling frame of ASI by utilising the MCA and GST
databases can be a step in the right direction.

AS| & U I8 B GURA & T MCA 3R GST STaH HT JUINT T Tg! o= § Th Hed
HREIE]

In parallel, a properly designed sample survey of active companies could be worth
exploring to derive the percentage shares of different States in total GVA by the companies.

mﬂﬁgﬁme@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁWﬁ@VA%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%qmﬂﬁ
ghdl gl

Resolving Fluctuations
JdR-dgld hT GHTUTA

As regards the Household Sector, its GVA at the activity level in the new series is derived as
the product of GVAPW (ASUSE) and number of workers based on PLFS.
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Y &1 & 1T 7S 4aell § GVA BT AT ASUSE % GVA PW 3R PLFS & %fiie) Y e
& UH%A 3 a1 orar g

This necessitates that the corresponding estimates from the surveys are fairly reliable.

39 foru 3axges § & gdemn ¥ U 3ics yale faya-ia &

However, available results from the ASUSE indicate a certain volatility in the estimates
across the years for some industries and States.

BIdifP, ASUS & 3MThg $B ITNT 3R Aol & forg anf o SifRRer feamd g1

For example, the all-India annual estimates of GVAPW (rural and urban combined) as per
ASUSE for the years 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24 were ¥163,078; ¥255,447; and
201,930, respectively, for the ‘manufacture of rubber and plastic products’.
IeTeR0T & foTY, 2021-22, 2022-23 3R 2023-24 & AT I 3R @TfRe®d STl & f~ufor
GVAPW & 3JHI hHTI: ¥163,078; T255,447; 3R 201,930 U|

Similarly, the annual estimates of GVAPW for the manufacturing industry in Bihar were
¥89,638; ¥117,021; and 100,101, respectively, for the three years.

I RE, Tﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁm I & T GVAPW & 3IHTH SHHTT: €89,638; ¥117,021; 3R
100,101 U

To address this problem, the methodology in the new series recommends the use of three
years’ moving average, wherever necessary, except for the base year.

U AT & HIYH & o 75 Sl § HTaAHAIIR A1 a6l BT I Tavst SUIRT B Bt
RIGTRET &1 T8 7, 3MYR 94 1 DS

However, in resolving the issue of such fluctuations, it may be worth exploring whether a
rotating panel design in ASUSE with substantial overlap between consecutive years —
similar to PLFS — can yield better estimates.

gIeTifdh, 9 TRE & IAR-IGId Pl HH B & [T U5 &1 Sl Webdll § b ASUS H el Ta
fEemgA, o TaR auf  waie 3iiaRdd 81 — PLFS &) dRE — S8R A & IahaT g
Finally, to conclude, updating the ASI frame and tenements in the survey methodology of
ASUSE can be effective in further improvement of the GDP and GSDP estimates.

3fdd:, AS| T BT 3UST TRAT 3R ASUSE Pt 99 Ut T JUR FHRAT GDP 3R GSDP &
A BT 3R IR §9H H TGS gl Ihal 5 |
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Alpowered tax governance in India and its challenges
vios |

key tax policy challenge facing India has
been the low tax-Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) ratio and high levels of tax evasion.
n average, during 2001-22, India’s tax-GDP ratio
6.36%) was the lowest among emerging and
developing economies. India loses around 4.3%
of tax revenues due to tax evasion i

Sthanu R. Nair

the India Al Impact Summit (February 2026),
global leaders and tech titans hailed India’s
progress in utilising the power of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) to solve real-world problems.

One problem area where the application of Al
is worth examining is tax revenue mobilisation
and tax governance. In this context, India’s
Income Tax Department (ITD)’s Project Insight
(PI) initiative — aimed at leveraging Al and data
analytics to strengthen tax administration and
revenue mobilisation — warrants critical
examination.

The benefits

Launched in 2017 and fully operational in 2019,
the Pl aims to encourage voluntary tax
compliance, reduce high-risk cases of potential
tax evasion, make tax enforcement fairer and
equitable, and reduce prejudice in tax
enforcement.

The PI has three components. The Income Tax
Transaction Analysis Centre (INTRAC) is the
analytical engine that utilises Al and advanced
data analytics to process financial data from
multiple sources, including banking and financial
institutions, property and securities transactions,
credit card and GST payments, and high-value
purchases, to generate a 360-degree taxpayer
financial profile.

Such information helps the ITD detect
inconsistencies between taxpayers’ declared
income and their actual financial activities. The
Compliance Management Centralized Processing
Centre ensures behavioural compliance using
information from the INTRAC. It nudges
taxpayers who have filed incorrect tax returns to
file correct returns using the Non-intrusive Usage
of Data to Guide and Enable (NUDGE) strategy,
which involves sending SMS or email reminders
to the person pay taxes that match their actual
economic activities. Taxpayers can either submit
arevised tax return or stand by the initial returns

teaches economics
and public policy at
the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM)
Kozhikode, Kerala

Gundaboina

works on Artificial
Intelligence
applications in
financial services
and was an Assistant
Manager at the State
Bank of India,
managing credit
portfolios and

risk assessment

Artificial
Intelligence

in India’s tax
administration
is improving
outcomes,

but safeguards
are needed

they filed. Deploying Al in tax administration has
several benefits. First, it can assist tax agencies in
accurately assessing taxpayers’ risk profiles and
identifying tax evasion. Second, it enables tax
administrators to prioritise tax evasion cases
based on the size and sophistication of evasion.
Third, Al can automate routine tax
administration tasks, freeing tax administrators to
focus on those that require greater human
judgment. Fourth, Al can enhance taxpayer
services by assisting taxpayers with filing correct
tax returns, answering queries through smart
chatbots, and preventing tax scams.

Outcome of Pl initiative, concerns and risks
The Pl is beginning to show the results. After
receiving nudges, many taxpayers utilised the
ITD’s updated-return feature to make voluntary
changes to their original tax returns. Since
2020-21, over one crore revised returns have been
filed, resulting in an additional ¥11,000 crore in
taxes. Out of the 19,501 taxpayers contacted by
the ITD as part of a targeted Foreign Income and
Assets NUDGE campaign, 62% of them corrected
the information originally reported in their tax
returns. Also, 30,161 tax filers declared overseas
assets totalling ¥29,208 crore and foreign income
of 1,089 crore from cryptocurrencies or virtual
digital assets.

The NUDGE campaign covering 6.25 lakh
taxpayers resulted in corrections of false claims
for income-tax deductions amounting to ¥963
crore for political donations, and the payment of
additional taxes to the tune of 3410 crore. The
average time taken to process a tax refund has
decreased from 93 to 17 days. Recently, using big
data analysis and Al tools, the ITD discovered that
restaurants across India had suppressed sales
turnover of ¥70,000 crore since 2019-20 using
sophisticated methods such as selective deletion
of cash invoices, post-billing modifications,
wiping of sales data, and manipulation of bill
value.

Many advanced countries, such as Australia,
Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States
have successfully implemented Al-enabled
platforms modelled on the PI and have generated
additional revenue.

As India transitions to algorithmic tax

governance, several operational, ethical, and
legal issues require serious attention.

The first is about data provenance and quality.
Al systems such as the P1 are only as good as the
data they are trained on. They could identify
outliers, but cannot always distinguish evasion
from legitimate complexity. Data on
variable-income professionals using prior savings,
clerical errors, or joint family financial structures
can trigger false positives. Without accessible
human review, taxpayers must prove the
legitimacy of flagged patterns.

The second is on the algorithmic bias. Al
models trained on historical enforcement data
can unintentionally duplicate existing
socio-economic or geographic biases, identifying
tax fraud more often in some taxpayer or
geographic areas than others, as demonstrated by
the Dutch childcare benefits scandal.

The third is on the issue of explainability and
due process. For an Al-based tax compliance
system to be legitimate, taxpayers need to know
why they were identified, how their information
is used, how the system arrives at its decisions,
and have a clear, easy way to challenge decisions.
There must be a human-in-the-loop evaluation for
any decision with serious consequences for
taxpayers.

‘The fourth is about the concerns over data
privacy and security. Accessing sensitive financial
and personal information about taxpayers creates
a big attack surface for potential exploitation.

There is no ombudsman
Finally, India lacks an Al ombudsperson to review
contested decisions, a requirement for
algorithmic impact assessments and public
reporting of false-positive and appeal-success
rates, and external audits of risk-scoring models.
‘Without such strong Al governance guardrails
outlined above, the PI might turn into a hidden
surveillance system that compromises
accountability and tax system fairness, making
taxpayers less trusting and more resistant. India
must make a clear choice: to pursue a modern
tax intelligence system that is both ethical and
effective.

The views expressed are personal
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URT ® Al-ITierd &% URIME 3R 39$ gfaar

A key tax policy challenge facing India has been the low tax-GDP ratio and high levels of

tax evasion.

YR & T Th YT HR i gt HH H-oiSTd Srqurd ok 3= Wk &1 R AR g1

On average, during 2001-22, India’s tax-GDP ratio (16.36%) was the lowest among
emerging and developing economies.

I 2001-22 & TR HR BT PR-SITSTUT STUT (16.36%) IUT R fypra=iia
Syt § 999 & o7l

India loses around 4.3% of tax revenues annually due to tax evasion.
YR B I TTHT 4.3% B oG B dRT & HRON G Gl 5|

At the India Al Impact Summit (February 2026), global leaders and tech titans hailed India’s
progress in utilising the power of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to solve real-world problems.

BRa} 2026 F 3T TTS 3R Aitre A e Adreil 3R aw-iie! favist 3 snféfbRme
geforeid (Al) & START & HRA & WA BT TR D1

One problem area where the application of Al is worth examining is tax revenue
mobilisation and tax governance.

TS U1 & W8T T3S T IUANT He@yul 8, I8 § B TUGUT 3R B YR

In this context, India’s Income Tax Department (ITD)’s Project Insight (PI) initiative —
aimed at leveraging Al and data analytics to strengthen tax administration and revenue
mobilisation — warrants critical examination.

3T ey #, YRd & MABR fAURT (ITD) T Wiviae 3ATTZE (PI) Usd — off T3S 3R ST
W%W%WW 3R ST TG DI A B & o718 § — BT THR o
SHIaRID 7 |

The benes ts

LK
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Launched in 2017 and fully operational in 2019, the Pl aims to encourage voluntary tax
compliance, reduce high-risk cases of potential tax evasion, make tax enforcement fairer
and equitable, and reduce prejudice in tax enforcement.

2017 ¥ T& BIHR 2019 H YU U Y AL g3 Pl FT 35T W5 B AJUTA H! daTal &1,
HYIAd PR TR & I SIRIH HIHA Bl HH DAL, B Yda bl ATIRAT SR JHH S 3R
T&UTd & HH HAT 5 |

The PI has three components.

PI % I 9eH 5|

The Income Tax Transaction Analysis Centre (INTRAC) is the analytical engine that
utilises Al and advanced data analytics to process financial data from multiple sources,
including banking and financial institutions, property and securities transactions, credit
card and GST payments, and high-value purchases, to generate a 360-degree taxpayer
e nancial proe le.

INTRAC T faedvuIees UUMel! 8 Sff WTE 3R Iod ST faRauur o7 SUUNT Hidb SfpT,
farita e, Tufv ofiR wfayfa a91-31, $fSe 1 3R GST YA, U1 3= o4 @ilg 9
2T AR HRardl o1 360-F&3 faxiia wiwrse dar &t §1

Such information helps the ITD detect inconsistencies between taxpayers’ declared income
and their actual financial activities.

g SR STA®R fAURT 1 eIl &1 St oirar 3R aredfaes faeity Tifafeay & st
ST T Udl T H T Rl g

The Compliance Management Centralized Processing Centre ensures behavioural
compllance usmg information from the INTRAC.

FRATIY Aviie Heargss MARMTHeR, INTRAC Pt STHSHR! BT IUGNRT dRdb TGRS
3UTeH GRfYT BT B

It nudges taxpayers who have ¢ led incorrect tax returns to give correct returns using the
Non-intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable (NUDGE) strategy, which involves
sending SMS or email reminders to pay taxes that match their actual economic activities.

I8 NUDGE UIFIfa & H7e9H ¥ Tad = Rew R a1ell o! I8t Ree 4R & fore Uik sar e,
forad sms a1 §ha feargsy 99 o §

Taxpayers can either submit a revised tax return or stand by the initial returns they « led.
el a1 dl AN e S R "avd § a1 S0 Ugd 4R T R )R H1H 3§ 96d ¢ |
Deploying Al in tax administration has several benefits.

P UL | T3S & IYTNT & P AT 5 |

First, it can assist tax agencies in accurately assessing taxpayers’ risk proe les and
identifying tax evasion.

Ugal, I§ PR Lol Pl BREIAIS B SHIGH WIBTEd BT Tgl SHAT PR 3R B AN BT
UgaM &3 B Aag Sl gl

Second, it enables tax administrators to prioritise tax evasion cases based on the size and
sophistication of evasion.

IR, T8 PR URIND| Bl B TR & ATHE D! WTARHar <7 & e s |

Third, Al can automate routine tax administration tasks, freeing tax administrators to focus on
those that require greater human judgment.

R, wans afta sl &l warad o adl ©, o SifeRY siftres ardty fofa ara st
R &M ¢ Ihd g |

Fourth, Al can enhance taxpayer services by assisting taxpayers with « ling correct returns,
answering queries through smart chatbots, and preventing tax scams.

ArT, T3HTS Frerarsl &l gt Rewt 1A, WTd deared & Ay I usli & IR o 3R I
draTeSt IH & Aag Hro Jarsll $I 95k ST g |

Outcome of Pl initiative, concerns and risks

PI U & UiumH, fRiamd ofik sifaw

The Pl is beginning to show the results.

PI 3 URoTTH fe@m & 31

After receiving nudges, many taxpayers utilised the ITD’s updated-return feature to make
voluntary changes to their original tax returns.
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91 (nudges) U B & d1G PHs RIS A ITD & AUSeS-Ne BIER &1 IugT B
Wiess guR fFu|

Since 2020-21, over one crore revised returns have been ¢ led, resulting in an additional
11,000 crore in taxes.

2020-21 ¥ 3§ TP TP RIS A 3ifUs A= e arad oy 7u, fore 211,000 FRs
3T B T g3

Out of the 19,501 taxpayers contacted by the ITD as part of a targeted Foreign Income and
Assets NUDGE campaign, 62% of them corrected the information originally reported in their
tax returns.

19,501 FeTamei & 9, g fae=h ma 3R wufki NUDGE IR & dgd Wue fobar 7T,
62% = 30 e & guR far|

Also, 30,161 tax lers declared overseas assets totalling ¥29,208 crore and foreign income of
%1,089 crore from cryptocurrencies or virtual digital assets.

1Y §, 30,161 PIGTATSN 3 229,208 HRNS F! faeh Jufy 3R #1,089 HIS & fagef 3y
FroteRiaden e Tlew) Bitd @)

The NUDGE campaign covering 6.25 lakh taxpayers resulted in corrections of false claims
for income-tax deductions amounting to ¥963 crore for political donations, and the payment
of additional taxes to the tune of ¥410 crore.

6.25 TG HIGTATSN Bl HAR I Il NUDGE AU J 2963 HRIS & To7d aldl H GUR gofl
3R 2410 RIS AR B ST g

The average time taken to process a tax refund has decreased from 93 to 17 days.

< fYdrs Ufosan &1 9wy 93 fémi @ geav 17 fea g man g

Recently, using big data analysis and Al tools, the ITD discovered that restaurants across
India had suppressed sales turnover of 70,000 crore since 2019-20 using methods such as
selective deletion of cash invoices, post-billing modifications, wiping of sales data, and
manipulation of bill value.

gre g § e 327 ok wand ged @ 17D 7 U & 2019-20 | 270,000 FS F e gurE T,
foredt =t e germn, foa Wxnes, Set firerr, ik fae gea & @3t wnfia

Many advanced countries, such as Australia, Italy, the United Kingdom and the United
States have successfully implemented Al-enabled platforms modelled on the Pl and have
generated additional revenue.

3 famiid <21 o Sifeeforn, geeht, Tab SR ¥t 3 Al menfva Wewid ary aR sifaled
3T SHfofd fopa gl

As India transitions to algorithmic tax governance, several operational, ethical, and legal
issues require serious attention.

S-S YR TENRURYS B U &) 3R §¢ 61 8, B3 HaTaTeT®, Afae 3R B
e TR & ST a0 ¢ |

The « rst is about data provenance and quality.

Ugdl HeT ST Hid iR urast H13 |

Al systems such as the Pl are only as good as the data they are trained on.

PI S Al RRed I & 3/ & e S=a1 STl

They could identify outliers, but cannot always distinguish evasion from legitimate

complexity.

UgdM Adhd §, A1 gHRT $R TN 3R IR Sifeadl H 3R T8l & qahd |
Data on variable-income professionals, prior savings, clerical errors, or joint family
structures can trigger false positives.
frafira sma, s9d, FaRea FfeaT, a1 wgaa ufRaR WaHT o HRUI Bie ulfofed Saa
TR IHd ¢
Without accessible human review, taxpayers must prove the legitimacy of tagged patterns.
o1 wrdYa Teiten &, HRerars & Ge Ut duar Aifd FRA usdl gl
The second is on the algorithmic bias.
IR ] TEnR Ui uerarda &1 ¢ |
Al models trained on historical data can duplicate existing socio-economic or geographic
biases, as seen in the Dutch childcare benefits scandal.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e ST 3R Al Aisa TrATRTS-3mfie a1 {ITNTe YarTd <ie’ o ©, o
U UI3eS$AR Uterd # < |

The third is on explainability and due process.

TR T ATt 3R IR uftra w1 ]|

Taxpayers need to know why they were identified, how their data is used, and must have a
way to challenge decisions.

FREIAIS BT UdT T 1T b I5 ol Faifead fovarm 1T, SeT vt SuanT g SR fofa &1
T 3 o1 ifreR g afeul

There must be a human-in-the-loop evaluation for serious decisions.

TR Fofal & AT gAY Saxae® g1 ATy

The fourth is about data privacy and security.

AT T ST Mu-Hadr 3R GReT HT 81

Accessing sensitive financial and personal information creates risks of data exploitation.

TaeT=itd faita iR afemra SR 0% Ugd ST gSUaNT &1 TR 961 6|

There is no ombudsman

I3 SagHAT T 8

Finally, India lacks an Al ombudsperson to review contested decisions.

3fdd:, URd H faarfea Amal & Iwten & e Al sivagwa T8l g1

There is no requirement for algorithmic impact assessments, public reporting of false
positives, or external audits of risk models.

TANTNYUTNS UG 3ha-, Bied uiteiied RO, 3R a8 siifse ot &5 a=1 Tl 7|

Without such governance safeguards, the Pl may become a surveillance system
compromising accountability and fairness.

S R IUT & T, PI U FARRTI Womelt o9 b & St URERIar 3ik et &t JaHam
CRELI

This may reduce taxpayer trust and increase resistance.

Y HREIATSN BT U H1 gl Jabvdl § 3R ORIy §¢ Jval g

India must choose a system that is both ethical and effective.

HRA B! U1 Red 30T 1T St Afdred 3R gurdt St 8l
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Oil, power, and politics of disruption

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz disrupts a vital artery of the global economy. triggering price increases and turmoil in energy markets; as supply shocks

ECONOMIC NOTES

Jayan Jose Thomas

he blue waters of the Strait of

Hormuz, connecting the

Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea,

form a vital artery of the global
economy. this narrow gateway —
stretching just 33 km at some points —
pass ships carrying nearly a fifth of the oil
that is traded worldwide. After the U.S.
and Israel launched a military campaign
against Iran on February 28, Iran blocked
ships passing through the Strait, leading
to price increases and turmoil in energy
markets.

Global energy flows
0il and natural gas account for a little
over half of the global energy supply (with
coal, renewables, and other sources
accounting for the rest, according to [EA
data for 2024). They fuel vehicles from
trucks to zemplanes. produce electricity
and cooking gas, and provide critical raw
materials for industries.
West Asian countries around the

Persian Gulf, notably Saudi Arabia, the

UAE, and Iran, are among the
producers of crude oil and natural gas. At

e same time, some of the largest energy
consumers are in East and South Asia,

China, India, . Still,

these countries have limited domestic oil
reserves to power their growing
economies (though China is a major
natural gas producer) (Chart 1). They
depend on crude and natural gas imports
from West Asia, much of which passes
through the Strait of Hormuz.

America and West Asia
The concentration of energy reserves,
especially oil, in a few regions has been
the primary trigger for some of the
long-standing and intense contests
between global powers. Aside from the
Persian Gulf countries, only a few nations
~the U.S., Russia, Venezuela, and Canada
~ have large oil and natural gas reserves.
‘The U.S. has been a principal player in
the geopolitics of energy, both a major
producer and consumer. Given the
gas-guzzling sectors driving its economy,
the U.S. has an average energy supply per
person that is 10 times that of India and
2.4 times that of China. The hunt for more
energy has been one of the primary
motives of the U.S. international policies.
Control over oil in West Asia shifted
from large American and European firms
to state-owned national oil companies
since the 1950s. Oil prices increased
sharply in the 1970s, with Arab members
exerting greater influence within the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries. The U.S. response has been
twofold: it increased domestic production
by drilling more shale oil, especially since
the mid-2000s, making it the world's
largest oil producer, and it tried to mould
the geopolitics of oil in its favour
strategic interventions, including the Gulf
War (1990-91), the Iraq War (2003-11),
recent action in Venezuela (2026), and
the ongoing U.S.-Israel war with Iran.
Although current production levels are
modest, Venezuela and Iran together
account for 39% of the world's proven oil
reserves. The promise of future oil is what
makes these countries strategically
important, especially in the profit
projections of U.S. President Donald
‘Trump. However, the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz has, at least in the short term,
upset Mr. Trump’s calculations and made
Russia an unintended beneficiary of the
energy turmoil. Following the

reshape the geopolitics of energy. countries like India, the US. and Russia recalibrate strategies amid shifting oil flows and rising dependence

When routes run tight

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has disrupted a vital artery of the global economy,
pushing up oil prices and unsettling energy markets

o 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 Table 1: Oil trade in 2024, in million barrels per day
us.
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Chart 2: Crude of prices", in U.S. dollars per barrel

Russia-Ukraine war in 2022, Russia
became a pariah in the West, especially
Europe, and trade sanctions have long
stymied its oil trade. But suddenly, as oil
production capabilities in West Asia take a
hit, Russian oil has become crucial for
v.tah-llsmg energy prices. Outside West

, Russia is country with a

U,
%,

Today. with the Strait of Hormuz

closed and oil prices crossing
10 a US. is te

to see greater purchases

of sanctioned Russian oil

imports, mainly from Russia, to withstand

*Europe Brent Spot Price FOB.

Saurce: U.S Energy Informatian Administration

Some Indian refiners have made large
profits by exporting products processed
from discounted crude.

Despite their protestations, Western
Iead(-rs quietly welcomed the stability in
oil prices that resulted when demand

from India was partly diverted to
sanctioned Russian oil since 2022 (Chart

Izrge tradable oil surplus (Table 1). the frosty winters. But with sanctions on 2).

Russian products imposed since 2022,
Russian oil and India Europe has had to seek new energy der strain
The oil markets are deeply interlinked. sources, mainly in West Asia. Today with the Strait of Hormuz closed
Even a ripple in a corner of the market In thi Indiabegan and oil p abarrel, the
can gather itself into a wave. Russian oil at di ices. US.is desperdle 1o see greater purchases
India is the world's second-largest share of Russian imports in Ind ‘s ol of sanctioned Russian oil, which has long

importer of crude ol and the third-largest
consumer. Supply disruptions result in
higher prices for essential goods and
services in India. At the same time, India’s
actions in the oil market significantly
impact global oil prices.

European countries, with limited
domestic oil and natural gas reserves,
have traditionally relied on energy

purchases increased dramatically - from
2.5% in 2021 to 39.0% in 2023. Notice that
crude oil is processed in refineries to
convert it into a range of products,
including petrol, diesel, LPG, and
petrochemicals. While dependent on
imported crude, China and India have
built large refining capacity and export a
portion of their refined oil products.

20Mar. OI|\}§;W€I’, and politics of disruption

a9, wfea

fageq &t yoifa

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz disrupts a vital artery of the global economy, triggering

been marooned at sea, to calm the
markets.

A week, indeed, can be a long time in
international politics. As tensions prolong
in West Asia, the global energy order
could be reshaped.

(Jayan Jase Thomas is a Professor of
[Economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi)

THE GIST

0il and natural gas account for a little over
half of the global energy supply, with West
Asian producers and Asian consumers
tightly linked through trade flows.

v
The LS. cxpands domestic praduction
and pursues strategi intersentions,
while Russi emerges 55 3 key supplier o5
disruptions hit Viest Asian output.

v
Indis's purchases of discounted Russian
oil baosted itsrefinmg and exports, But

with global oil prices rising. uncertainty

price increases and turmoil in energy markets; as supply shocks reshape the

geopolitics of energy, countries like India, the U.S., and Russia recalibrate strategies amid

shifting oil flows and rising dependence
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BT & BT P Srfeaawir &) T
S Prodt § gfF oIk FHwf TR § IUe-gue 81t 2
IS B 9ead §, HIRd, ARSI, 3R &9

e 3ot Ut @Y O SHRIS ®Rd @

The blue waters of the Strait of Hormuz, connecting the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea,

form a vital artery of the global economy.

B Tasu=qH, ol

Tgayul sfiad T g |
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Through this narrow gateway — stretching just 33 km at some points — pass ships carrying
nearly a fifth of the oil traded worldwide.

g T 10] A1, o & WIFl W Had 33 et 9T 8, T g gHar & @t 1/5 ad TR ard
ST o & |

After the U.S. and Israel launched a military campaign against Iran on February 28, Iran
blocked ships passing through the Strait.

28 HRAI B AN 3R FIRTEH GRI I W I A & IR & 916, 7 4
SIASHRHY Bl 8 R e
This led to price increases and turmoil in energy markets.

=R et § 913 IR ot TRy & SR Ter g

Global energy ¢ ows

el yarg

Oil and natural gas account for a little over half of global energy supply (IEA 2024).

I 3R Urpfae T Afye St smyfel o1 mem J siftre fawar s1d § (1IEA 2024) |

They fuel vehicles, electricity generation, cooking gas, and provide raw materials for
industries.

3 qrg-Nl, faeTell IeuTe, W1 U™ &t TR SR I & AT el AT UGH R 6 |
West Asian countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Iran are among the largest producers of
oil and gas.

uf3m TRATS 3= N TSl 3RT, TUS 3R I 97 3R 79 & TE IACH & |

Major consumers are in East and South Asia — especially China, India, and Japan.
TG IUHiad gdf 3R gfaror TR & € — fafivas 99, YR iR S|

These countries depend on imports from West Asia, much of which passes through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Y 321 a3 uRrr A smara R MR §, g i o side sasusay ¥ oRdr 8|

America and West Asia

3AfYeT 3R ufdw ufkwr

The concentration of oil reserves in a few regions has driven global geopolitical contests.
FO &9 T dd HSR & THTUGT A AP Y-IToT-ifad Jasl DI o a1 3|

Apart from Gulf countries, major reserves exist in the U.S., Russia, Venezuela, and Canada.
T <R & SferaT, SR, ¥, IA9uar 3R H1sT H 98 HSR § |

The U.S. is both a major producer and consumer of energy.
SATNYPT FHoif BT T IeTed 3R ISUHITT <1 ¢ |

Its per capita energy use is 10 times India and 2.4 times China.

i Safad 3ol Gud HIRE | 10 TFT 3R 97 | 2.4 7T 344 ¢

The search for energy has shaped U.S. foreign policy.

ot Bt Wil 3 A fadwr iy &1 mfad fmar 21

Control over oil shifted to national oil companies in the 1950s.

1950 & RIS I A PT 701 IEHA Hufrai & ur 77|

Oil prices surged in the 1970s, with OPEC gaining influence.

1970 ¥ VP H I B §¢! 3R OPEC BT UHTd §¢T|

The U.S. response included boosting shale oil production (mid-2000s) and strategic
interventions like Gulf War (1990-91), Iraqg War (2003-11), Venezuela (2026), and Iran
conflict.

3MARET I A STA IATEH (2000 F T1G) TS 3R T o, ISP Y&, AT (2026),
IR R Had S Hgq I3

Although current production is modest, Venezuela and Iran hold 39% of global oil reserves.
gTelifs IAHH IcTeH B g, A AT AR I & U 39% A dd wsR 5|

The closure of Hormuz disrupted Trump’s energy calculations.

1S & §g 8H I U B FHell I THIfad g3 |
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It made Russia an unintended beneficiary of the crisis.

ENGES: CARP NG R

After the Russia-Ukraine war (2022), Russia faced sanctions, but now its oil has become
crucial.

EH-Gh & (2022) F TG Ufdsel & Fravig 3@ 4! dd Hg@yul g1 T g

Outside West Asia, Russia is the only country with a large tradable oil surplus.

UfEH TR & SR, 4 € UhHE 2 § e Uy we1 frafa avg d siitmiu

Russian oil and India

T 4 3R YRd

The oil markets are deeply interlinked.

el ISR 3Mg § TeRTs | S gU B

Even a ripple in a corner of the market can turn into a tumultuous wave.

IR & Tt S & Bier 1 guTa 1 58t 3YT-g4a & g Ihar o |

India is the world’s second-largest importer of crude oil and the third-largest consumer.

YRA G BT GERT TG 3T el ad HRTAD SR HERT TG0 §8T SUHIFIT ¢ |
Supply disruptions lead to higher prices for essential goods and services in India.
YL o FYT 3 I YR | 3a=adh axgaif 3R Jarefi &t Biad dgat 8l

India’s actions in the oil market also impact global oil prices.

9 IR B YRA &1 Tafafar af¥e Stadl @ guifad sl g

European countries, with limited domestic reserves, relied on Russian energy imports.
I =T WA T & BRI A SHoit g W R

After sanctions from 2022, Europe shifted to West Asia for energy.

2022 & §1¢ Ufdsel & HROTRY = SHoll & o8 Iid TR o 3R v9 &
India began purchasing discounted Russian oil.

URA A feargdt =it da e = faan

The share of Russian oil rose from 2.5% (2021) to 39.0% (2023).

T dd BT 8/ 2.5% (2021) T FgHR 39.0% (2023) Bl 4T

Crude oil is processed into petrol, diesel, LPG, petrochemicals.

Fa dd & Ugld, Sid, Tadtel, Ueibfieed H 9gal Sl ¢ |

India and China have large refining capacity and export refined products.

YR 3R I & U got NergfaRT &war 3 3R 3 Idr fFuid srd 8

Some Indian refiners earned large profits from discounted crude exports.

$B URA RBgRI = Rawrdt 9d 3 §9 Idmal & FHafd ¥ a1 ey s
Western leaders quietly welcomed price stability due to India buying Russian oil.
gfgrt Adrell 7 URd gRT =4 dd WRie ¥ o @ivd FRURET &1 Wrd a1

Demand diversion since 2022 helped stabilise global markets.

2022 & §1¢ HIT & Sealld J Ife IR RR |

Under strain

a9 # fRuf

With the Strait of Hormuz closed, oil prices crossed $110 per barrel.
mewaﬁ@féﬁaﬁwmmuﬁaﬁﬁwﬂﬂé
The U.S. now wants higher purchases of sanctioned Russian oil to stabilise markets.
39 AP IR RR FA & fore yfeafta =i aa &1 3 Wi aears|
Large volumes of Russian oil had been marooned at sea earlier.
U T ad 31 981 A Y% | Bt §5
A week can be a long time in international politics.
e o U Iuare o g de IHg g |
Prolonged tensions in West Asia may reshape the global energy order.

i3 TR 7 od 719 S Ay Hoit a1 957 Ihd 7
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Losing :ﬂe way

ISRO must fix issues before launch of
next second-generation satellites

SRO’s NavIC constellation, for which it has
l launched 11 satellites since 2013, is in opera-

tional distress. Only three satellites remain
capable of providing position, navigation, and
timing (PNT) services, leaving the constellation
unable to fulfil its purpose of replacing the U.S’’s
GPS system over the Indian subcontinent. A PNT
constellation requires at least four PNT-capable
satellites, and India had only four until ISRO said
an atomic clock onboard the IRNSS-IF satellite
failed on March 13. The constellation’s first-gener-
ation satellites use rubidium atomic clocks made
by Swiss company SpectraTime, and which have
been dogged by failure. ISRO’s latest attempt to
launch a second-generation satellite, NVS-02,
was abortive after the machine was left in the
wrong orbit. IRNSS-1F, launched in March 2016,
completed its 10-year design life just three days
before its clock failed. Eight other satellites have
either been decommissioned, have failed to
reach orbit or have bad clocks. In 2018, ISRO
transitioned to using indigenous rubidium atom-
ic clocks, developed by the ISRO-Space Applica-
tions Centre. NVS-01, launched in May 2023, was
the first to carry the device; all second-generation
NVS series satellites will too.

Part of NavIC’s genesis was the U.S.'s refusal to
share GPS data over Kargil during the 1999 war,
and it continues to function largely as a defence
programme managed by ISRO. However, while
the space sector reforms in 2020 vouchsafed IS-
RO for R&D and NewSpace India for commercial-
isation, the absence of a national space law leaves
ISRO acting as both designer and operator of Nav-
IC, overextending the agency. Equally, India
lacks a counterpart to the GPS Directorate or
EUSPA, which respectively manage the GPS and
Galileo constellations. The new generation of ru-
bidium clocks also faces procurement challenges
and ISRO has proposed equipping each satellite
with five atomic clocks instead of the previous
three. The constellation has been degrading fas-
ter than it can be replenished, due to ISRO’s poor
launch rate. This problem stems from several fac-
tors, including issues with the PSLV, an insuffi-
cient budget that must maintain a PNT constella-
tion, an upcoming human spaceflight
programme, several earth-observation satellites,
and R&D for new rockets. ISRO is also hand-hold-
ing start-ups that have yet to get a grip on launch-
ing rockets to low-earth orbit. Meanwhile, the
Union government has encouraged electronics
manufacturers to support the L1 band of the NVS
series for better interoperability with GPS while
expecting its use by the armed forces. For all
these reasons, ISRO’s plan to launch three more
second-generation satellites in 2026 does little to
inspire confidence.

20Mar. Losing the way
IRAT GHT

e ISRO must fix issues before launch of next second-
generation satellites
ISRO I 3Tel gt Uil & SwIgl & Haau § uga wawsit
P! 3T BT AT

e | SRO’s NavIC constellation, for which it has
launched 11 satellites since 2013, is in operational
distress.

ISRO T NavIC BI-¢a=H, e it 39+ 2013 & 11
JUUE 1 T §, adHH & Fared dde H g1

e Only three satellites remain capable of providing
position, navigation, and timing (PNT) services, leaving
the constellation unable to fulfill its purpose of replacing the
U.S. 's GPS system over the Indian subcontinent.
FId dIF IUUE &1 NiorRH, AfAA=E 3R ergfiir (PnT)
AT G H T&M g, oS I8 PIRea¥ R IuHgTg Y o
SARDT & GPS RIReH P! Iaa- & 30 I B R a1 PR
PIEGE

e A PNT constellation requires at least four PNT-
capable satellites, and India had only four until ISRO said
an atomic clock onboard the IRNSS-1F satellite failed on
March 13.

TP PNT BICAE & 7T HH I HH IR PNT-H&H IUTE
3P BId 8, 3R HRA & U Hddl IR A F dob b ISRO
3 13 ATE &! IRNSS-1F IUUE WR T TS Fld & hd
BH B MR gl <

e The constellation’s first-generation satellites use
rubidium atomic clocks made by Swiss company
SpectraTime, and which have been dogged by failure.

Y DICARE & TYA-UIG! & IUUE FIASTH TeIH® Fald
BT IUTANT B g, o f&g HUt SpectraTime §RT §FE W &
3R S 9R-SR %l € R

¢ ISRO’s latest attempt to launch a second-generation
satellite, NVS-02, was aborted after the machine was left in
the wrong orbit.
ISRO T GERT Ule! BT IUUE NVS-02 Al B &I YN
fawa 81 T i I8 Terd ST (Sfifae) H 8 T

e |RNSS-1F, launched in March 2016, completed its
10-year design life just three days before its clock failed.

IRNSS-1F, o |l 2016 # <= fobam T U1, I9P Tl &
d B U Had o a1 Ugd a1 39T 10 99 &7 fEeimga
ST qR1 g |

e Eight other satellites have either been
decommissioned, have failed to reach orbit or have bad
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313 3 IUIE 1 A VAT | §eTT ST P &, T1 B I o] Ugd UId a1 31 Fa1ep @RI g |
In 2018, ISRO transitioned to using indigenous rubidium atomic clocks, developed by the
ISRO-Space Applications Centre.

2018 T ISRO - WM Ffafeaw Teifis aie o1 SUaN IR fdar, oY ISRo-|9
TR Hex A fabRyd faan

NVS-01, launched in May 2023, was the ¢ rst to carry the device; all second-generation NVS
series satellites will too.

NVS-01, R 6§ 2023 # = fasan a1, ugen Suve o1 foraw g fearsy on; ot gt fidt &
NVS dter Suwgl & ot a5 gl

Part of NaviC’s genesis was the U.S.’s refusal to share GPS data over Kargil during the
1999 war, and it continues to function largely as a defence programme managed by ISRO.

NavIC @1 ST BT TP HRUT 1999 & HRITA G& B QR ANDT §IRT GPS ST AIel B
| FAPR U, 3R T8 317t 1t T=a: ISRO GRT Teferd Ueh I&4T BTAhH & U H B Hrdl ¢ |
However, while the space sector reforms in 2020 vouchsafed ISRO for R&D and
NewSpace India for commercialisation, the absence of a national space law leaves ISRO
acting as both designer and operator of NavIiC, overextending the agency.

gTdifor 2020 & 3faATYET &F GURT = ISRO BT R&D 3R NewSpace India I FMOIIHROT &
ferg Rorierdt &, Afe It srafves S F oufRfY T ISRO Navic 1 fEome R #iR
3{TORER ST &1 g3fT &, o) 39 R 3iftre IR Us @13

Equally, India lacks a counterpart to the GPS Directorate or EUSPA, which respectively
manage the GPS and Galileo constellations.

Tt @8, YRA & URI GPS Directorate a1 EUSPA ST 18 IR 8! 8, St AR GPS 3R
Galileo PICAR HT Y&t FRd ¢ |

The new generation of rubidium clocks also faces procurement challenges and ISRO has
proposed equipping each satellite with « ve atomic clocks instead of the previous three.

T Ud & wiafeay waie o Tiltg Gath gHtagl &1 I &A1 U 81§ 3R ISRO 7
TS SUUE B Ugd & o & Sold Ui YelTie Fared i &l URard fear g

The constellation has been degrading faster than it can be replenished, due to ISRO’s poor
launch rate.

ISRO ! W Al G & HRUI Tg HIC AR ford-1 il I JURT S Tebdl & I e doft

WG FI TR

This problem stems from several factors, including issues with the PSLV, an insufficient
budget that must maintain a PNT constellation, an upcoming human spaceflight
programme, several earth-observation satellites, and R&D for new rockets.

g ] H3 HRUN U A §5 ¢, oFH PSLV Pt THRITY, (G goie, SHH aa
fafvel IeT™ HRIHH, Hs Yl STAHH IUE, 3R AU de & AT e vd fapry
M B

ISRO is also hand-holding start-ups that have yet to get a grip on launching rockets to low-
earth orbit.

ISRO I TE-3WH BT ANTGRIA Hl S 357 & off 3l oo at-ard aifdle # Xidbe dla HxA
&H TeI g |

Meanwhile, the Union government has encouraged electronics manufacturers to support
the L1 band of the NVS series for better interoperability with GPS while expecting its use by
the armed forces.

T 9, b% PR A sade t=a fAafarst o nvs S & L1 9 o gud= 37 & forg
Tied fooar 8 aif GPS & A1Y SEcR SeeiiRfsferct 81 9o, I1Y g1 33 T¥Rd ol gRI
JUGNT D1 Y& BT ST I8 B

For all these reasons, ISRO’s plan to launch three more second-generation satellites in
2026 does little to inspire confidence.

9 HRUN 9, ISRO BT 2026 B & 3R gt fi & Iurg afa 3 Ft A1 5gd
31T fayT =1gY STt
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How far should governments go in using AI?

{ PARLEY |

s governments begin deploying
Artificial Intelligence (AT} tools in
public administration, national

security and policymaking, questions
about its safe usage and accountability have
taken centre-stage. The issue came into focus in
the U.S. after reports revealed a dispute between
the Pentagon and Al company Anthropic, which
refused to remove safeguards that were in place
to prevent mass surveillance and the usage of
autonomous weapons. The incident
underscored a deeper tension between
governments seeking to deploy Al systems and
the companies that control them. As states
collaborate more closely with Al companies,
who ultimately governs the systems that govern

%ﬂ us? Isha Suri and Raman Jit Singh Chima discuss
- the question in a conversation moderated by

Asia Pacific Areena Arora. Edited excerpts:

Policy Director

and Senior ‘What kinds of state capacity could Al

Counsel at = b fous. relyi it?

AccessNow,a B ing on it

nenar Raman it Singh Chima: It depends on the

defending problem a government is trying to solve and

digital rights who it is dealing with. Al can sometimes have

transformative effects, such as |mpn.mng access
to data or enabling better analysis, but it is often
deployed without clarity on the problem, the
data available, or the costs involved. There are
also high-risk areas such as facial recognition,
surveillance, and certain health applications,
where misuse can lead to significant harm. In
such cases, a ‘do no harm’ principle should
apply, and in some contexts, outright
prohibition may be justified.

Isha Suri: Al systems tend to work best in
well-scoped use cases. For example, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, image-processing tools
could distinguish between different types of
lung infections because the problem was clearly
defined and the parameters were known.

Governments should begin by defining the
objective of deploying Al. That clarity is often
missing. Before adopting any system, they
should ask whether Al is necessary, whether less
intrusive alternatives exist, and what the risks
are. A necessity and proportionality test is
critical. Al should not be adopted simply
because it exists.

If sharing more data with Al systems make
government services faster and more
efficient, why should people worry about
privacy? he tabl

1S: We need to question what ‘efficiency” means

20Mar. How far should

IWHRI B Al & START

ANTHROP\C

Lrnent “! b

U.S.Depar

Dangerous mix: Logos of the U.S. Department of War and Anthropic. REUTERS

and for whom. Evidence on productivity gains is
still weak. In many cases, efficiency claims
translate into labour substitution. There is also a
lack of transparency. Data collected for one
purpose can be used elsewhere. Welfare data
can be used for policing or denying benefits.

‘The idea that citizens are okay with sharing
data assumes informed consent, which is often
not the case. Many people do not fully
understand how their data is used. In countries
like India, what is often framed as cultural
comfort with lower privacy is actually a function
of low digital literacy.

So, individuals may make decisions without
full information, while the long-term
consequences unfold. That is why the state must

ee

If domestic systems are built on
infrastructure or partnerships controlled by
large global companies, then we are not truly
buil r indigenous capa . We are simply
layering on top of existing dependencies
ISHASURI

is something that can be monetised. Opening
data up to private actors creates risks for
privacy, security and sovereignty. It also repeats
past mistakes where puhlm systems were

advances public interest and democratic values.
Policymakers should focus on practical concerns
like data protection, procurement and market
‘concentration.

1S: The idea of inevitability is overstated and
often driven by industry narratives.
‘Governments should define their own objectives
instead of reacting to the fear of missing out.

If other governments adopt Al more fluently,
does India risk falling behind?

RC: If we are concerned about artificial general
intelligence, the focus should be on building

handed over without adequal

1S: Framing data as a national or economic asset
is problematic because it shifts attention away
from its nature as a fundamental right tied to
privacy. There are also issues of consent.
Citizens may provide data for one purpose, but
not for its use in commercial partnerships. We
also need to question who is driving the demand
for access to large datasets. Often, it is private
ies with clear

Ultimately, what we risk is a situation whv.-nc
public data and public money enable private
extraction of value, with limited accountability.
That makes it critical for governments to step
back and evaluate who benefits from such
arrangements and whether they align with
public interest.

Governments have always worked with the
privntesecmt smunmmormu

anticipate harms and build at the
design stage, not after deployment.

RC: The idea that better Al requires more
personal data is flawed. It benefits certain
commercial actors but it's not technically
necessary. More data is not always better. It can
be inefficient, risky, and beneficial mainly to
companies that rely on large- scaje data

in that par

RC: We should learn from past digital
infrastructure projects. Systems should not be
deployed first and regulated later. There is also a
risk that technology becomes an end in itself.
Governments may expand systems not because
they improve outcomes, but to justify prior
investments. Large partnerships can also lock

extraction and comp

into costly and inflexible

h

e
There are alternatives. !,maller models, for
instance, use limited data and can produce
«clearer outputs. There are also on-device Al
systems that do not require constant data
transfer to large data centres. We should
challenge the assumption that handing over data
is the price of better services.

Al companies say they need access to large
public datasets to build better systems.

shared with private companies to accelerate
development?

RC: We should be very wary of the idea that data

R 9B AT

Al Governance, Risks and State Capacity

QTS a1 d, SRaH 3R I &rHdl

arrangements.

1S: Projects like Aadhaar and DigiYatra should be
seen as cautionary examples. Trade-offs in
welfare delivery cannot be treated lightly. Even
small exclusion rates can have severe
consequences. There are also accountability
gaps when pul infrastructure is run through
hybrid or private entities.

If other governments begin adopting Al and
it becomes inevitable globally, should India

adopt it as well?

RC: Governments should not follow global
trends blindly. Al should be used only where it

overnments go in using Al?

2

| scientific capacity.

The current industry narrative suggests that
supporting large Al companies and their
infrastructure is the way to get there. That may
actually be a distraction from building real
capabilities. If you look at India’s past,
investments in core science enabled major

ammes in space and nuclear development.
A similar approach is needed here if we want
sovereign technological capability.

1S: We also need to question what it means to
“fall behind.” Al is not just an application, it is a
full stack, including compute, data and models.
If domestic systems are built on infrastructure or
partnerships controlled by large global
companies, then we are not truly building
indigenous capability. We are simply layering on
top of existing dependencies. This creates risks
of lock-in and long-term dependence on foreign
technology monopolies. It also raises concerns
about sovereignty and control. At the same time,
a lot of the hype around artificial general
intelligence and superintelligence may be
diverting attention from present-day harms,
including labour impacts, environmental costs
and concentration of power.

So where does that leave us?

RC: Be cautious about how and where Al is
deployed in government. Focus on clear use
cases, avoid unnecessary dependence on large
private players, and prioritise public interest,
security and long-term sustainability.

18: Governments need to clearly define their
objectives before adopting any technology. Ask
whether Al is necessary, and whether the risks
are proportional to the benefits.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu com

As governments begin deploying Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools in public administration,
national security and policymaking, questions about its safe usage and accountability

have taken centre-stage.

F PR Sef™IT (Al) T ITINT Jrduife U,
Pafor & e o 3 TP YRI&T STNT 3R STaTaad! & ard U 81 ¢ &

The issue came into focus in the U.S. after reports revealed a dispute between the Pentagon
and Al company Anthropic, which refused to remove safeguards against mass surveillance

and autonomous weapons.

AN T 99 I 311 ofd YeRH 3R Al HOt Anthropic & aa faarg gaim, oM

ge qel

&M 3R

T Tfdar 3R Tar AR & fas [ReT Iu™ geH ¥ IHHR &R e

The incident underscored a deeper tension between governments and the companies that

control Al systems.

Y YT 4 WBRT 3R Al U & dig TR d1d BT SRR b

As states collaborate more closely with Al companies, who ultimately governs the systems

that overn us?

T Al HUHTT B T TgINT 9¢1d 8, JaTd 31 @ P 3idd: g6 Frifid o areit
uvmﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁamé?

Isha Suri and Raman Jit Singh Chima discuss the question in a conversation moderated by

Areena Arora.

331 G 3R T it Rig Hiur 3 <3 favg wR =9=f 3, e Tarem s’ sRisT A
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State Capacity and Al Use

Y &THCT 3R T3ITS BT STTRT

What kinds of state capacity could Al actually strengthen? And where should governments
be cautious about relying on it?

Al {50 UHR & IS T B! ToTgd B Jabdl & IR [ &5 & TRBRY H1 Ty ka1
qMeT?

Raman Jit Singh Chima: It depends on the problem a government is trying to solve and the
stakeholders involved.

01 ofta Rig Fium: 78 39 R R ra1 8 1 IR 50 T &) g =1 91l § 3R
I IS U& B B

Al can have transformative effects, such as improving access to data and enabling better
analysis, but is often deployed without clarity on the problem or costs.

Al TREITHRY YUTE ST hdl 7, S ST aP UgT 3R dgck fa=awor, Afd e fomr
YAl & AN [T S g |

There are high-risk areas such as facial recognition, surveillance, and health
applications, where misuse can cause serious harm.

FO I SR aTdt & § oI thiRrard R, R iR warea Sy, S5t geuanT 9
TR JHIH 8 qhdT |

In such cases, a ‘do no harm’ principle should apply, and sometimes prohibition may be
necessary.

T Amal & g I 1 g8 Rigia ar g @it ok wafl-waft ufader ot srazges g
ol 5|

Isha Suri: Al works best in well-developed use cases.

G Al TP =9 | TRUTT STahT ArHe & Tad 33T HH ST 8

During COVID-19, image-processing tools could distinguish between different lung infections
due to clear parameters.

COVID-19 & SRM, WY HHD! & HRUN Al 3 AT el & THhHUN BT 3THT-3aT Ugard
HEG Bl

Governments should clearly define the objective before deploying Al.

BRI B Al AR HA F U5l WF SE]T a9 BT Aol

They must ask whether Al is necessary, whether alternatives exist, and what the risks are.
3¢ 98 UBI dIfeU fob 1 Al W% F1 fawey Higg § ok sifla w1l

A necessity and proportionality test is critical.

STIRHAT 3R SJUTfaar Ueur sgd Feayul 3|

Al should not be adopted simply because it exists.

Al B Bael ST el UM FeT Hiifeh a8 Iueis |

Privacy, Data and Risks

o, Ser 3R SfEH

If sharing more data improves efficiency, why should people worry about privacy?

T iR ST AT H=-1 U &Il §Gall &, al AN bl TMY=aar S feiT &l gt afgy?

Isha Suri: We must question what efficiency means and for whom.

20 G 5 U5 THS AT [ g&raT fhgas o oiR iy s # 5

Evidence on productivity gains is still weak.

IaredHal 8§ gfg & v sndt off FHER B

In many cases, efficiency means labour substitution.

B% Tl H G&fdT BT Hdod 4 PT UfeRUTI 81T 2 |

There is also a lack of transparency in how data is used.

ST ITANT H UG Riar 3 FH g

Data collected for one purpose can be used for other purposes, such as policing or denying
benefits.
w@;&%%uwﬁa%awmﬂmmﬁaﬁqﬁﬁﬂmwuﬁaﬁﬁwﬁmw
Hohdl g |
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The assumption of informed consent is often incorrect due to low digital literacy.
G TEAfd BT STHM SRR TAd gidl 8, TR HH fRied arerdr & SR
Individuals may make decisions without full understanding, leading to long-term
consequences.

@ e g et & fofa €, s defeieres afvomy wme o €1

The state must anticipate harms and build safeguards at the design stage.

RS9 &1 GUIAT THAM BT SHM THHR B3 T 51 YR&T SUTI 5 AU

Alternative Al Models and Data Use

It IS ATsd 3R 2T STanT

Raman Jit Singh Chima: The idea that better Al needs more personal data is » awed.
O it fRig 9T a8 YR Tad § & 9gaR Al % forg 31t safaama ST sl 5
More data is not always better; it can be risky and inee cient.

3P STT EHRT AFTR e oIl T§ SRIHYU! SR 31&H g ghal & |

It often benee ts companies relying on large-scale data extraction.

g 3R 39 HUFT B A T § S 98 FHT R ST HIUE Hal o

There are alternatives like smaller Al models that use limited data and provide clearer
outputs.

Bl Al Aisd o faded § off 1 SeT HT STINT HRd & 3R 95k IR d & |

There are also on-device Al systems that do not require continuous data transfer to large
data centres.

3HT9-fEargg Al Rew +ft § 5 TR Ser iR &t sazadhdr 781 gt

The assumption that sharing data is the price of better services should be challenged.

U8 YR b JgaR Jarai & fory et 31 SRl 2, 3/ gl & o =Ry

Al Data Governance and Public-Private Partnerships

T3TS ST a9 3R Arduif-e-fAsit urfierd

Al companies say they need access to large public datasets to build better systems.

Al STl FHed! € I JeaR Riies 991 & foie 3% 98 Ardwi=ie 3T A & 3azushdr gl
Should governments treat these datasets as strategic national assets, or share them with
private companies?

1 BRI Dl 37 Scl Yo i YUHITae IER Fufy AT =1ieq a1 [l svufal & Jry |
DA AMRT?

Raman Jit Singh Chima (RC): We should be wary of treating data as a commodity that can
be monetised.

T oftd Rig 99T g8 Se1 & muiie avg A+ ¥ ey X8 a1

Opening data to private actors creates risks for privacy, security and sovereignty.

ot Sufal 1 Se1 37 F Mu-iradr, JR&T 3R JUYdT & TR ded 8|

It may repeat past mistakes where public systems were handed over without safeguards.

g Ul el 1 Gle”T FdhdT § STg! ATdel-ds Yorferdt {1 gRem Surt & |ig &t 718 off|
Isha Suri (IS): Framing data as a national/economic asset is problematic as it ignores its
link to fundamental rights and privacy.

gmaag:éaaﬁw@nmsn%#qﬁrmw%aﬂﬁ?%mmaﬁ?ﬁﬁw
T8I

There are also concerns of consent, as citizens may share data for one purpose but not for
commercial use.

HeHTd (consent) &1 g1 Hi B, TP TR T 3220 & o 3e13d €, 7 & suraanie
ST & forg |

Often, demand for large datasets comes from private companies with economic
incentives.

SRR TS ST B1 A7 Feht Hufrar ¥ ot g o snfifes fga g1 51
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There is a risk that public data and public money enable private value extraction with
limited accountability.
Ig TR § [ ATdei=p SeT 3R 4= I o ary g ofafes sraraeat Wi gif

Governments must evaluate who benes ts and whether it aligns with public interest.

BRI DI T ST/ AT P AT fHY 81 W17 3R F1 I8 FAfed H B

Al and Public-Private Partnerships

T3E 3R Ardwif-rep-Foreft ArEier

Governments have always worked with the private sector. Should Al be treated differently?
TG RN Aol & & T BT BT @1 &, FT Al B ST a6 o o1 IIMgT?

RC: Governments should learn from past digital infrastructure projects.

RC: BRI & {Uad fERred g9pre R Neided 3 dra- a1zt

Systems should not be deployed « rst and regulated later.

Ugd Riked Ar &R §1¢ H 9994 78] =1 et

There is a risk that technology becomes an end in itself.

U TR ¢ b T+t Ga 81 71ed o S|

Governments may expand systems to justify prior investments rather than outcomes.
WEHR Uga & 9= &1 T8 sgvm & forg Red 9¢1 96 5

Large partnerships may lead to costly and inflexible arrangements.

3! TRl At 3R FER AT 51 Il 7 |

IS: Projects like Aadhaar and DigiYatra should be seen as cautionary examples.

IS: SMTYR 3R FEeamT S vioie Jara-t Ierexvr |

Trade-offs in welfare delivery cannot be ignored.

0T FITI3M & JHSHA ToR SIS g1 fht T el |

Even small exclusion rates can have serious consequences.

B afgsmvor g +f TR gu1a S1a Fad €

There are accountability gaps when infrastructure is run by private or hybrid entities.

e fen foreit ar fafda St gRT 9o Sra @ o) Siarace! @ wHI gl g

Global Adoption of Al

T3HTE T Ay Srg=ITT

If other countries adopt Al, should India follow?

Ife; 3T ST Al SO &, af 1 Uk &1 o} Sio=1 a1fge?

RC: Governments should not follow global trends blindly.

RC: TRHR] &I A ST BT SUTIBRT T} BT AR

Al should be used only when it promotes public interest and democratic values.

Al BT ITART Had al g1 AT 51a U8 wifed 3R dipaif® Yedl &l sgrar 2|

Focus should be on data protection, procurement, and market concentration.

T ST GR&T, TS ufhar 3R IR THTIET IR g1 dTg |

IS: The idea of Al inevitability is overstated and often driven by industry narratives.
IS: Al & AR g1 &1 YR SifeRford 8 oiR SRR ST gRT 4Ra gl 5|

Governments should define their own objectives instead of reacting to fear of missing out.

WHRI P! U ST a7 B ALY, 7 b T B & R I vk a1 =nfRuy

Al Adoption, Sovereignty and Way Forward
T3S SUHTET, HIYET 3R 31 Ft I8

If other governments adopt Al more « uently, does India risk falling behind?
e 37T TRBR Al BT SHfAH THTA &1 I ST 8, o T YR Ui I SIE?

Raman Jit Singh Chima (RC): If we are concerned about artie cial general intelligence
(AGI), the focus should be on building foundational scientie ¢ capacity.

4 Sfia fRig Hr: afe 59 enféfrRiae s=ra gefesia (Ac)) &1 dox f[ifad &, ot o
HAY e &Har fAwRid 37 R 1 TR
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The current industry narrative suggests supporting large Al companies and their
infrastructure, but this may distract from building real capabilities.

A SN VDI TS Al FUFRN R 3% i B L 7 Bt 91d HdT 6, A Tg
Rl &l AT ¥ & YedhT 9l g

India’s past investments in core science enabled major programmes in space and nuclear
development.

YR & gayd fagm & o 7 siafver siv uame] srdswpal & Sya S|

A similar approach is needed to build sovereign technological capability.

U aRE BT DI dp-itat HUYdT AR H3a & oy smaxas 3|

Isha Suri (IS): We need to question what it means to “fall behind.”

33T G &9 I8 IHA e % i Yo arad A R g |

Al is a full stack system including compute, data and models.

Al T JUf JUTTelt (a3 ) § Ford Suge, SeT 3R Aisa MAa g1

If domestic systems rely on infrastructure controlled by global companies, then true
indigenous capability is not achieved.

afe oq ey afye Fufral & ol R R §, @ aRafas =it erran fasRia et gt
This creates risks of lock-in and long-term dependence on foreign technology
monopolies.

g Aid-31 SR fae=ht a-iat Taifier W ke &1 sifem Ier sxar g

It also raises concerns about sovereignty and control.

g [UYHT 3R fori=or R o gara I g

The hype around AGI and superintelligence may distract from present harms like labour
impacts, environmental costs, and concentration of power.

AGI 3R JURE NI &1 U=R IdH THsh S ASHIR UHTd, qafaviia drTa 8iv wfea
& PEDHUT Y Y Heh Thdl g

Way Forward

3 $1 T

So where does that leave us?
ol BH N T AT AMMgT?
RC: Be cautious about how and where Al is deployed in government.

RC: TRHR T Al B ITIRT I AHR Jrag ska- ATl

Focus on clear use cases, avoid unnecessary dependence on large private players, and
prioritise public interest, security and sustainability.

WY YN ATHE TR &1 <, FHon dufeat w fAar a0 &3 ok sAfea, Jream ik fRRer
! UG |

IS: Governments must clearly define their objectives before adopting any technology.

IS: TRBRI B! fH 1t qh-1ep BT TTH Y UG 30 Ie=T T T AU

They should assess whether Al is necessary and whether the risks are proportional to the
benefits.

3% T8 i1 1 AlfeT [ Al ST @ T 81 3R 1 W a1H & U | &
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Long way down

Steady jaunt: An adult male Nilgiri Tahr
descends a steep rocky terrain in the
Anamalai Tiger Reserve along the Ghat
section of the Pollachi-Valparai Road in
Coimbatore, Tamil

Nadu on March 14. With grasses and shrubs
withering with the onset of summer, Nilgiri
Tahrs navigate these vast stretches in search

Steady jaunt: An adult male Nilgir Tahr
14, With

summer, Nilgir Tahr

of green fodder. PERIASAMY M.

GS Paper I11: 1S

TOPICS COVERED

20 March 2026

20Mar

foreigners
ard

Unfenced border with Myanmar in focus after arrest of seven

IR ot RN & 916 /AR & J1Y Feit AT R = disd

20Mar. Unfenced border with Myanmar in focus after arrest of seven foreigners

Unfenced border with Myanmar in
focus after arrest of seven foreigners

Vijaita Singh source said.
NEW DELHI According to latest data
provided by the Ministry to

Amid the recent arrest of
seven foreign nationals, in-
cluding six Ukrainians and
a U.S. citizen, who alleged-
ly crossed illegally into
Myanmar via Mizoram to
train armed ethnic groups
in weapons handling and
drone operations, data
show that 43 km of the to-
tal 1,643 km border with
Myanmar has been fenced

The fencing project will include gates that record biometrics and
photographs of people who cross the border. FILE PHOTO

a Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Af-
fairs, of the total 1,643 km
of fencing approved by the
government, 390.39 km
has been sanctioned and
only 43.75 km of fencing
has been completed so far;
346.64 km is currently un-
der construction.

India and Myanmar
share an unfenced border

so far. mar border, “coordination  tance as people on either  and have a unique arrange-

The National Investiga- with local communities, side share deep ethnic, so-  ment called the Free Move-
tion Agency (NIA) has ac-  Myanmar Army and asso-  cial and cultural ties. ment Regime (FMR). While
cused the foreigners of im-  ciated security agencies is As many as 43 designat-  Union Home Minister Amit
porting drones from maintained” and a “joint ed exit and entry gates Shah announced in Febru-
Europe to Myanmar via In-  counter-drone mechanism  were proposed to regulate  ary 2024 that the FMR was
dia for the use of ethnically ~ with monthly reporting the movement of people being scrapped, it was only

armed groups (EAGs) in
the country. The govern-
ment recently informed a
parliamentary panel that
to check illegal migration,
trafficking and insurgent
activities along the Myan-

has also been instituted”.
The fencing project,
which includes installation
of gates that record bio-
metrics and photographs
of people who cross the
border, has faced resis-

and biometrics and gate
passes were introduced.
However, over the past
two years, the number of
gates has declined to 38
and only 20 are now func-
tional, a government

regulated and free move-
ment of people — without
visas and passports on
either side of the unfenced
border — was restricted to
10 km from the earlier 16
km.

ra fa R @) AR & 91¢ WiuR & [y get W R e Hfea
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Amid the recent arrest of seven foreign nationals, including six Ukrainians and a U.S. citizen,
who allegedly crossed illegally into Myanmar via Mizoram to train armed ethnic groups in
weapons handling and drone operations, data show that 43 km of the total 1,643 km border
with Myanmar has been fenced so far.

g1 & o ara fae=h Aamivet &) iRvart & o9, S o8 gebat 3R teh smfvat Arie
T €, oreiR i =u 3 fieiRe & mem § 8Qy U I AR § 7o fbar ok IeRd
ST TYg! ) IR TeTer 3R S STaR=I &7 UfRierr foan, siiws 9 § f ™R &
1Y B 1,643 Forelt Wwr & A afw T Pad 43 frelt &) €t sredl g5 2

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has accused the foreigners of importing drones from
Europe to Myanmar via India for the use of ethnically armed groups (EAGS) in the country.
STE ot (N1A) 7 fae R R SR & § & 319 gRIT A 919 YR & A1y
TR 39, difds 39T SUTNT TUfahelt TS I (EAGs) R a1 off T |
The government recently informed a parliamentary panel that to check illegal migration,
trafficking and insurgent activities along the Myanmar border, “coordination with local
communities, Myanmar Army and associated security agencies is maintained” and a “joint
counter-drone mechanism with monthly reporting has also been instituted”.

WHR A T & § T WS Ud ! a1 o TR a7 IR e aTd, awbd iR
SUard! Mfafafirmy & A F T T TYeral, WiAR /41 3R Faftd gRem e &
mu;nmwww% 3R wRye Fraifén & ary g Frder-giF a7 ft =fid faman
gl

The fencing project, which includes installation of gates that record biometrics and
photographs of people who cross the border, has faced resistance as people on either side
share deep ethnic, social and cultural ties.

, Foraw T gR A ard A & SraRfee iR Wil Repld & ard fiew
B R I R, B! faRIY BT AT A1 UST § i g 3R & AT 78X ST, HTATSTS
IR HiTplas Tey =0 H 5|

As many as 43 designated exit and entry gates were proposed to regulate the movement of
people and biometrics and gate passes were introduced.

AN BT 3raTeTTet B! A FRA & o g 43 Fruffa wawr v R g vRarfaa fee
¥ 3R IRNAfERT 9 e IR Y= fhT U 3|

However, over the past two years, the number of gates has declined to 38 and only 20 are
now functional, a government source said.

gTaTiop, fUSa &1 auf | Tt &) T3HT Teahr 38 I8 TS © 3R 3(d Had 20 8 PR 8, U
WHR! FId = HT

According to latest data provided by the Ministry to a Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Home Affairs, of the total 1,643 km of fencing approved by the government, 390.39 km has
been sanctioned and only 43.75 km of fencing has been completed so far; 346.64 km is
currently under construction.

el &1 S Wt Jfifa o dAa gR1 QT MU AIHTH idws! & IR, WHR gRI
WiHd $d 1,643 fptit areadt & ¥ 390.39 frHt 1 Tl €1 75 & SR 9@ dd dHad 43.75
WWWW@W% Safes 346.64 fft adar o fAmfonei= B

India and Myanmar share an unfenced border and have a unique arrangement called the
Free Movement Regime (FMR).

URT AR RIAR 3 ot geft W 2 3R 37 S v gade Yo (FMR) 9% T R
AR ¢ |

While Union Home Minister Amit Shah announced in February 2024 that the FMR was being
scrapped, it was only regulated and free movement of people — without visas and passports
on either side of the unfenced border — was restricted to 10 km from the earlier 16 km.

BTl P g WAt Sifird =g 7 TRakt 2024 T FMR &I GHIW HRA &1 9ivun &1 o, dfde
3 Pad Frafad fHar T SR fomm dieim SfiR TrRydid & Nl &1 3MTaTiet — Sl ugd 16 fpet
de &t — 3@ gereR 10 frt g it s i)
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